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Some Upcoming Dates For Key Events  

Monday 22nd November - Commencement of 2 week Intensive Swimming Program for 
Kinder to Year 3 

Tuesday 7th December - Presentation Day onsite at CSPS  

Thursday 9th December - Year 6 Farewell at Club Charlestown 

Tuesday 14th December - Primary Swim Day, Valentine; K-2 Party Day at school 

Thursday 16 December - Last day of the year for students  

 

Term 4 Covid Update 

There hasn’t been any noteworthy alterations since our last Newsletter regarding the 
restriction within schools due to the Covid, but if you would like to read through what the 
‘can and can’t do’ looks like, head to https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/advice-for-
families  

 

Fun Filled Festivities with Frocks, Frills & Fantasy  

The ‘New World, Old World, Future World’ Book Week Parade theme certainly gave some 
scope for creativity and our kids (parents and grandparents) certainly didn’t let the team 
down! Book Week celebs were all on show from Peppa Pig to Pippi Longstocking to The 
Man From Snowy River to The Mad Hatter to Elsa to Dr Seuss to Ginny Weasley to Cleopatra 
to Thing One and Thing Two …. and hundreds more! This all made for a great day of fun and 
frivolity. Our staff members almost stole the show with their amazing costumes worthy of a 
Hollywood Red Carpet, but fortunately were upstaged by the ‘cute factor’ of our Kinders. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to an amazing day and especially to our terrifically 
talented Teacher Librarian, Mrs Maria Stoppini, who coordinated our day. The Book Fair 
yielded a profit of $2490 which will be used for new literacy resources at CSPS.  

 

Kinder Make a Right Real Racquet! 

From hundreds of local schools, NSW Tennis chose us! Program Coordinator, Tanya 
Murdoch, and local Mount Hutton Tennis Coach, Matt, ran an extra special clinic for our 
Kinder kids and presented each and every one of them with a brand-new racquet! 
Preceding events were a special presentation and chat with former Aussie tennis legend, 
John Fitzgerald! Fitzy was still in peak form and fitness and Mrs Hodson seemed to want to 
ask all the questions! A huge thank you to NSW Tennis and ANZ for sponsoring this 
fantastic initiative.  



Swim Season Starts Today 

Today is the first day of our annual Swim Program at Charlestown Aquatic Centre. Our 
kinders were so excited they jumped onto the bus this morning already adorned in goggles 
which did make for some interesting looks from drivers as they passed our bus! Please 
double check bags each morning and evening to ensure your ‘pool checklist’ of towel, 
swimmers, thongs, dry undies, plastic bag etc is all good to go for the next day.  

 

Our First Fleet of Leaders Tagged 

What an absolutely impressive group of young people dotted the stage last week for our 
2022 School Leader Speeches. Every single person who put themselves forward had ‘School 
Captain’ written all over them. I can’t wait for 2022 and the programs that next year’s Year 6 
will support and facilitate, such as our Peer Support Groups. The small group of leaders 
elected by their peers, younger students and the staff (everyone gets just one vote except for 
this year’s Year 5s who get two votes so they can vote for themselves and one other), will 
have a specific leadership role to play, as will every other Year 6 student in the year to come. 
Elections and selections for the many other Leadership roles will take place early in 2022. Our 
four School Captain and Vice-Captain roles are elected this year so that they can play a role in 
hosting both the Year 6 Farewell and assisting this year’s captains with Presentation Day. 
Congratulations to our four elected leaders, - Captains Ella S and Lachlan M and Vice 
Captains Elise M and Hamish B. 

 

 

 

A Fete-Full Day! 
Water bombs, hoses, water slides, crazy hair, slushies, chocolate wheel, putt putt, dance til 
you drop, ice cream spiders and an inflatable soccer field!! These were just a few of the high-
lights from our Year 6 Mini Fete last Wednesday. Congratulations to our senior students for 
their brilliant organisation, maturity and ingenuity displayed in creating the most enjoyable 
experience for all. As a bonus, Year 6 raised $3900 toward a Year 6 gift of a large mural that 
will be painted on our entry wall early in 2022.  
 
Not A Dull Moment!  

Our Colour Run is run! Thank you to our P&C, and especially Mrs Keeley Mason, for organising 
this perfect event that saw mores smiles that a Dental Surgery promo booklet! All the events 
that we had missed out on during the year suddenly dissolved and were forgotten as we cir-
cled the backfield amidst clouds of colour and water. It may have been a P&C Fundraiser but 
it certainly raised more than this, as the spirits of all were lifted through this laughter filled 
experience.   



Presentation Day Program 

This significant event is always a highlight of the year, but one that brings great anguish and 
sleepless nights for our teachers as they attempt to limit their class awards to just 6 students. 
This year, just like 2020, we will hold our Presentation Day onsite under our COLA area and 
split our day into 2 sessions of infants and primary. Unfortunately, we are not permitted 
under the Department of Education and NSW Health guidelines to allow parents to attend. 
However, there will be a small handful of parents who are permitted to present a particular 
award such as the Captains Badges to our 2022 School Leaders. Note that we will be taking 
photos of all award winners and we will display them on our website and Facebook for you. 
For those unable to be photographed, we will manage somehow to make sure you receive a 
photo should your child receive an award.  

 

Last P&C Meeting Done and Dusted 

The P&C yearly agenda came to its finale last Tuesday evening as we gathered together to 
reflect on a year with a twist. Despite the constant speed bumps and the unexpected turns 
in the road, our P&C still somehow, someway, managed to raise an astounding $20,000. All of 
these monies raised go toward providing facilities, resources and equipment for our kids 
now. It is not tucked away for a rainy day or saved up for another decade for something big 
that we may need for the future. The P&C raised it and will spend it on your kids! 

 

Despite the smiles and laughter at our final meeting for the year, it did feel like the end of an 
era that brought with it a touch of nostalgia and sadness. President, Craig Barnes, will retire 
from office at the next AGM as his youngest child at CSPS heads to high school next year. 
The Barnes family has been part of CSPS for over a decade and Craig and Michelle have been 
part of the P&C for most of that time, not to mention the 1000s of hours spent volunteering 
for fundraisers, sausage sizzles, canteen, sports coaching, reading groups, working bees, 
grant submission writing, student banking and so much more! They have contributed in so 
many ways in helping to make Charlestown South PS an amazing community. The manner 
in which Craig has run the P&C as President, I know is the envy of so many other schools. If 
he decides to author a book titled “P&C – How it should be run!” I would happily write the 
‘Foreword’! If you do get a chance to thank Craig and Michelle over the next few weeks for 
their dedication and selfless service to CSPS, I would wholeheartedly encourage all to do so. 
They and the other families moving on from CSPS will be missed dearly by us all.  

 

Best Be There! 

Despite the fact we have a number of extra-curricula activities planned for the final four 
weeks of school, including the Swim Scheme, please know that we will not be wasting a 
single second of learning time right through to the last day of term. Given the amount of 
time that students have spent this year learning from home, we want to pack as much as we 
possibly can into every single day that we have left in the 2021 school year. Any day spent at 
home from here to the final day will be a lost opportunity for learning. We still have a 
number of new maths concepts to introduce and reinforce in every grade as well a list of 
literacy learnings that would usually take a ten-week term! Remember that we have to ‘turn 
up, to learn up’! 

 

 



 
Principal’s Award 
Term 4 Week 6     Kane S 

Gold Day ‘IN” 

Each year as a reward for 200 nights of Home Reading, students are eligible to attend the 
Gold Day Out. Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions, Gold Day Out to the movies cannot go 
ahead. This year we are organising a Gold Day ‘IN’ on Wednesday 8 December. All activities 
will take place here at school. A note with all the details and cost will be sent out after the 
Reading Logs have been collated in Week 9. 

Reading Logs must be handed in to class teachers on Monday 29 November . No late logs 
will be accepted. Please note class teachers have been recording the numbers of nights read 
each Friday onto our school computer system. If your child has not read for 200 nights then 
they don’t qualify for Gold Day this year. The purpose of the Home Reading Program is to 
develop a love of reading and a habit of reading regularly.  

Thank you for the support you have provided to your children this year. 

Mrs Jill Hodson 

 

Mr J’s Free Parenting Tip – Edition 16, 2021 

With High School only moments away for many of our students, it’s a good idea for parents 
to talk about this transition with their children. When asked if they have any concerns many 
students will simply say ‘no’ or ‘nah’ or even just shrug the shoulders! However, it’s good to 
have these discussions even if it is simply just you talking about the POSITIVES and new 
opportunities that high school will provide. Best leave the negatives behind at this stage! 
Despite what they say to you, there will be a degree of anxiety that just goes hand in hand 
with the unknown. Talking helps!  

I’m not sure if there is a book out there for boys, but the one mentioned below is worth a 
thought and could be adapted by you for your boy, if desired. A Girl’s Guide to Starting High 
School is a tool to build confidence and resilience for this new stage in school life. 

In this interactive book girls can discover more about: 

• their character strengths and their values (what's important to them) 

• how to navigate tricky friendship situations 

• tools on building confidence and resilience 

• getting in a learning mindset for studying and exams 

• how and when to ask for help 

• reflections and advice from older girls through letters to their younger selves 

These girls are going from big fish in a small pond to tiny fish in a very large lake so the more 
knowledge they have to support themselves the more mentally healthy they will be! I believe 
the book can be purchased at - www.agirlsguidetostartinghighschool.com  

 

  
Principal’s Award 
Term 4 Week 7 
Josh A 



Diary Dates 

 

November 

Mon 22 - Fri 3 Dec   Intensive Swimming Program years K-3. 

 

December 

Sat 4  Council Elections - P and C are having a BBQ 8.00am-3.00pm.  

Tue 7  Presentation Day. 

Wed 8  Gold Day In - more details to follow. 

Thu 9   Year 6 Farewell - invitations were sent home last week. 

Tue 14  Primary Swim Day - note home later this week. 

Tue 14  Infants Party Day - held here at school. 

Thu 16  Last day of term for students. 

 

January 2022 

Fri 28 and Mon 31  Staff Development days - no students in attendance. 

Mon 31 - Wed 2 Feb Best Start Kindergarten Interviews - appointments sent home 
     last week at Transition visit. 

February  

Tue 1  Students return Years 1-6. 

Mon 7  First day of Kindergarten. 

Fri 11   Swimming Carnival. 

The P & C are holding a BBQ for the Council 
Elections on Saturday 4 December. If you can 
help for an hour or so, between 8.00am and 
3.00pm please contact the Office, thank you. 

Canteen is closed this Thursday 25 November.  

It will reopen on Friday 26 November and then every Thursday and 
Friday until the end of term.  

The last Canteen day for the year is Friday 10 December. 




