
 Week 3 
Monday – Stage 3 Excursion to Katoomba, Hill End 
Tuesday – Stage 3 Excursion to Katoomba, Hill End, P&C Meeting 7pm 
Wednesday – Earlybird Reading, Stage 3 Excursion to Katoomba, Bathurst, Dubbo 
Friday – Concert Band, Squash Program Primary, Sport, Assembly 

 
Week 4 
Tuesday – Kinder Transition Day 1 
Wednesday – Earlybird Reading 
Thursday – National Principal Conference 
Friday – Concert Band, Sport, Assembly, Ambassador Schools Parliament House 

Meeting 
 
Thank You CSPS Family! 

My warmest and most heartfelt thank you CSPS family for so many amazing texts, 
emails, FB comments and messages wishing me well for my retirement which is 
now only 8 weeks away. I’m sure the reality and gravity of my decision will hit me 
fully as so many ‘lasts’ begin popping up. It was always my plan to retire at 60 and 
the 2 terms of long service leave still ‘in the bank’ which I will take from February to 
July in 2023, will see the big 6 … 0 … roll around. Someone told me Maccas will give 
me a free seniors coffee come that milestone??  

Just over a decade ago when I landed at CSPS, thanks to the interview panel which 
apart from the Director included P&C President at the time, Martin Coles, and 
teacher rep Miss Kate Garland (thank you Kate and Martin!), I certainly never 
expected to find myself so attached to a school community and staff which has 
made this decision so incredibly difficult. However, now the decision has been made 
and date set, I’m sure I will find plenty to do and Susan and Lily, as well as the 
grandkids, already have a list on the go! 

As Kellie and Cheryl will tell, I do like to plan years ahead regarding all things ‘school’, 
which I’ve also done in terms of who next to lead Charlestown South. From the 
moment John Costolo arrived at CSPS I informed the ‘powers that be’, that I believe 
John is the person to lead CSPS into the next chapter of our story when finally, my 
final paragraph ended. I have known John for 16 years and I cannot believe how 
closely our educational and life philosophies align. I know I don’t get a say in who the 
Department of Education appoints to replace me, but I’ve certainly not been 
backward in coming forward in making my recommendations known. John is an 
outstanding leader and all at CSPS will come to experience this at a new level next 
year. We think incredibly alike and 999 out of 1000 times, we will make exactly the 
same decision regardless of the circumstance. John will take on the Principal role for  
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the first 2 terms of 2023 at which point the position will be declared vacant and be 
advertised and then filled in mid to late Term 3. Is John able to apply for the fulltime 
permanent position? Absolutely! After the interview process, the new permanent 
Principal will be appointed and announced and will then commence on the first day 
of Term 4, 2023.  

 

No Rain Will Dampen Our Spirits! 

Not even a good shower of rain and a heavy mist could dampen the spirits of Years 5 
& 6 as they boarded the bus this morning bound for Katoomba just after 6am. 
Despite being barely awake, smiles were the order of the day ….. and the kids were 
happy too!!! I’m sure we will have some households far quieter than usual for the next 
3 days. Bron and Richard Hardy have both girls on the bus and were looking for a 
nice little restaurant open on a Monday for ‘date night’. Any suggestions please 
forward through!  

We once again hit the jackpot with bus drivers as Sid Foggs sent us their best only 
for CSPS. We have had Peter the Bus Driver many, many times and we love him. He 
certainly goes the extra mile to ensure everyone has the very best time possible. 
Already he has made a few little tweaks to our day due to the showers making sure 
Day 1 is a ripper. A big thank you to CSPS dad Terry Rogers who stood in the rain this 
morning assisting to load all bags onto the bus so the kids stayed nice and dry. Once 
again, Peter our Driver commented to me that CSPS has the best parents by far! 
They help load and unload the bus, thank him personally upon return and give him 
absolutely no grief. Hence his reason for putting himself on the roster that matches 
our ‘big excursion’ bookings each year.  

 

Doing Anything Tuesday Evening? 

Our very casual and laid back 1 hour P&C Meetings are a cracker of a way to keep up 
to date with what’s happening in and around Charlestown South PS. From what’s 
coming up with building and ground improvements, specific plans for the months 
ahead with staffing and various projects, to fundraising plan and ventures and what’s 
new at CSPS, the P&C Meeting this Tuesday Night at 7pm is the ideal way to do 
exactly that! Why not join us and leave the kids home to put themselves to bed! LOL 
…. I have heard some attend P&C simply just for that little break from the usual 
household chaos that can be 7pm!  

 

The Most Colourful Day of the Year! 

This is most definitely one of the most fun-filled days of the CSPS calendar. So, it's 
time to get excited, the Colour Fun Run is only 4 weeks away! Our fundraising effort 
is well and truly underway and is so far off to a great start. Our first competition prize 
winner - the class with the most online profiles created thus far 
is..... 3/4K! Congratulations 3/4K, you will have the privilege of being the first class to 
run on the day! They just got over the line in front of KH and 2K who were very close 
behind. 

For our next competition, we will be giving away 5 CANTEEN LUNCHES to some 
lucky students! To be in the running, all you need to do is create a profile and have 
contributed at least 1 donation by this Sunday night the 30th October. (Winners will 
be announced next Monday 31st October.)  



Happy fundraising and thanks again for your continued support of school... 

The P&C.  

 

Kinders are Coming!! 

On Tuesday November 1st, we will welcome our kinders for next year to Charlestown 
South. New students will come to school in small groups of 6 to 8 for about 1 hour to 
meet their teacher and their Year 6 Buddies and to spend some time in their 
classrooms to learn about what it will be like next year at ‘big school’. The following 
Tuesday, we will have all new kinder and their parents all here together for our 2 hour 
Orientation session and morning tea. This will be a chance for Mrs Hodson, Mrs 
Forbes, Mrs Pascoe, Mr Costolo and me to meet and chat about all things ‘school’ 
from bell times, to uniforms, to communication methods, to permission notes, 
excursions, home reading and more! At the moment this Newsletter goes to print, 
we will have 41 new kinder students ready to be ‘orientated’ for the new year.  

 

♫♪♫ We Were Definitely Fine Tuned For Bandfest! 

Concert Band, Mr Bone and Miss Mac, take a huge bow. What an awesome 
performance by our students at Bandfest who were left a little short, missing 8 
members due to illness and state athletics commitments. Yet despite this, they 
didn’t miss a beat … literally! The other 6 Concert Bands in our section were also 
amazing and highly entertaining and tuneful. Given this fact, we were incredibly 
humbled and excited at the same time in being named the winner of the 
Preliminary Band Section with Band Captains, Sienna H and Rosie P gleefully 
accepting the first placed trophy on our behalf. See our Facebook page for photos.  

 

Eyes Like Dinner Plates! 

Our very excited Kinders hit the road last Thursday to visit the Sydney Aquarium and 
Wildlife World at Darling Harbour and both venues didn’t disappoint. Eyes were as 
wide and round as dinner plates as our awe struck kinders marvelled at sharks, 
stingrays and giant dugongs that floated overhead. Around every corner was a new 
adventure with each one written clearly upon the faces of our fascinated kids. A huge 
thank you to Mrs Hodson, Miss Mac, Mrs Sandford, Mrs Danvers and Mrs Donovan for 
very gladly making a very early start and late finish to their day in order to provide 
our students with such a wonderful experience.  

 

We Have a New State Champion! 

Charlotte J outdid all expectations at last week’s NSWPSSA State Athletics 
Championship at Homebush, Sydney. On the very first event of the 2 day carnival, 
Charlotte became the fastest 10 Year old girl ever in NSW over 1500m, breaking the 
old record by 5 seconds. However, the Gold Medal placed around her neck 20 
minutes later would not be the only one! Despite running in a series of other events 
later in the day including the heats of the 800m, 200m and 100m, Charlotte backed 
up to run the race of a lifetime and win the Junior Girls 800m that had us all on the 
edges of our seats as we watched the Livestream from Homebush. Awesome 
performances were  achieved by Ella S and Lachlan M who also competed at the 
Championships. Lachlan competed in the Senior Discus and Ella in the 100m, 200m,  



Discus and Long Jump with Ella jumping a personal best distance of 4.11m to finish 
11th in NSW overall. Ella also went agonisingly close to making the final of the 200m 
but can proudly say she is in the fastest 10 12 year old girls in NSW over 200m. Well 
done to our terrific trio!  

 

Work is Underway! 

No doubt you have spotted the scaffolding and the workmen busily hammering and 
drilling on our Library Verandah. In around 6 weeks from now we are hoping to have 
our brand new space looking out over the treetops which will be used for running 
tutoring session for Learning and Support, our Mentor program, targeted small 
group work, musician tutorials and a few other programs we are yet to come up 
with! 

 

Need Some Extra Furniture ….FREE ?!! 

This Tuesday, we will offer totally FREE to our parents (before we pop things on 
Marketplace) some of our excess tables and chairs that we no longer have a need for 
or space to store. We have a number of solid timber tables that would be ideal for the 
garage or an internal work area. Added to this are many various sized plastic student 
chairs and desks that would be ideal for the kids’ playroom or homework space. We 
will have these out on display from Tuesday morning through to after school for 
anyone and everyone who feels they could use these items. We certainly would hate 
to see them thrown out given the great condition they are in. These items will be 
displayed under the COLA from 8.30am, so grab, borrow or hire a ute or trailer and 
secure yourself a freebie on Tuesday. 

 

Surfaces Paradise 

What an awesome job Andrew from All Clean Pressure Cleaning has done on our 
pebblecrete and COLA area surfaces over the holidays! No more slip sliding away! 

 

Mr J’s Free Parenting Tip – Edition 19, 2022 

Like me, you probably at times put the keeping up with the internet and digital 
devices and social media all in the too hard basket as this landscape is continually 
changing. However, as parents we need to do all we can to protect our kids and also 
ensure they have every opportunity to be a wise and informed digital citizen. One of 
the best ways to do that is to periodically visit the eSafety website that has easy to 
understand information about cyber safety and keeping our kids safe online. 
Resources are added to this site almost daily and I cannot recommend it more highly 
to every parent. I would also recommend a watch of the recent series Mirror Mirror 
on Channel 10 which can now be viewed on 10Play. Todd Sampson presents this not 
to be missed documentary.  



Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 7 

   Peppa A 

NSW Department of Education Menstrual Hygiene Program 

The NSW Department of Education is introducing a menstrual hygiene program in 
every NSW public school. As part of the program, schools will receive dispensers that 
provide free pads and tampons (or just pads) for students to access during school 
hours. 

The menstrual hygiene program aims to reduce any barriers that may prevent 
students from participating fully in school life. Menstruation (and its unpredictability) 
may stop students from attending school or taking part in learning activities. There 
are also known health risks from using improvised sanitary hygiene products. 

The program has been successfully trialled in 31 schools, with positive feedback 
received from Principals and students alike. It is now time to introduce the program 
at your school in Term 2 2022. 

Our dispenser, containing sanitary pads, has been placed in the senior girls’ toilets. It’s 
free and available to all students. 

Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 8 

   Luke Q 

Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 9 

   Isla R 

Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 10 

   Hamish B 

Principal’s Award 
Term 4 Week 1 

   Evan R 

Principal’s Award 
Term 4 Week 2 

   Harrison S 



Diary Dates 

October 

Mon 24-Wed 26 Stage 3 Camp - Central West, Bathurst.  

Tue 25   P and C Meeting - 7pm in the Library, everyone is welcome. 

 

November 

Tue 1   Kinder 2023 Transition visits. 

Fri 4    Year 3-4 Cycle Workshop  - more details to follow. 

Tue 8   Kinder 2023 Orientation Morning 9.00-11.00am. 

Wed 9   Stage 3 Mini Fete. 

Thu 10   Concert Band and Solo Night - more details to follow. 

Fri 11    Final payments due for Intensive Swimming Program. 

Fri 18   Colour Run Fundraiser. 

Mon 21-Fri Dec 2 Intensive Swimming Program Years K - 3. 

Tue 22   P and C Meeting - 7pm in the Library, everyone is welcome. 

 

December 

Wed 7   Year 6 Farewell - more details to follow. 

Tues 13   Presentation Day, Hope UC Church, Gateshead - more details  
    to follow. 

Wed 14   Carols Night - more details to follow. 

Fri 16   Year 6 Clap Out - more details to follow. 

Fri 16   Last Day of Term 4 for students. 

Mon 19 and Tue 20  Staff Development Days - staff only, no students at school. 

 

January 2023 

Friday 27 - Mon 30  Staff Development Days - staff only, no students at school. 

Tue 31   Students Year 1-6 return. 

 

February  

Mon 6   Kindergarten commences. 

Fri 10   Swimming Carnival - students in Year 3-6. 


