
 Week 9 
Monday – Hunter Cricket Trials - Girls 
Wednesday – Year 6 Farewell, Gold Day In, Hunter PSSA Awards, Ambassador School 

Research Findings - Parramatta  
Thursday – Mentors Christmas Do 4pm to 5pm 
Friday – Concert Band, Sport, Primary Squash Program, Hunter Cricket Trials - Boys 

 
Week 10 
Monday – Start of final week! 
Tuesday – Presentation Day 
Wednesday – Community Carols Night, Student Reports home 
Thursday – Primary Pool Party, Infants Party 
Friday – Concert Band, Sport, Year 6 Clap Out …. Christmas holidays! 
 
Key Dates For The Diary! 
Friday December 16  - Final day of school for 2022 
Tuesday January 31  - First day of school for 2023 for Year 1 to Year 6 
Monday February 6  - Kindergarten commences 
Tuesday February 7  - P&C meeting 
Friday February 10  - Swimming Carnival 
 
The Curtain Closes 
In writing my final Newsletter, I’d like to thank every student, every staff member, every 
parent and the multitude of others who have been involved in the Charlestown South 
Community for your exceptional support, constant encouragement and amazing trust you 
have placed in me to lead the most incredible school on the planet, bar none!  
 
When I arrived at CSPS back in 2012 and took over from Ian Frith after his 16 years at CSPS as 
boss, we had 137 students, 6 classes and around 13 staff in total. When the school was 
reclassified at the end of 2011, requiring the Principal to teach a class for 3.5 days per week as 
well as run the school, Ian decided it was time for him to hang up the boots. Ian was, and is, 
such a delightful man and wonderful leader who at the time was also a fulltime carer for his 
wife who was struggling with tough health issues. I recall Ian saying to me “Charlestown 
South is such a beautiful little school but I’m just tired, Col, and it’s time to go. We just need 
new eyes and fresh vision and energy. Here are the keys. Go for it mate! And by the way, we 
also have 5 other staff about to retire!” So not long into 2012 we had Mrs Hodson (who had 
only been at CSPS for just 6 months) and Miss Garland as permanent staff members! Even 
Kellie in the office was a temp and had been in her role only 5 minutes at this stage.  
 
Since that time, we have been incredibly blessed to add so many gifted and talented staff 
members permanently to our team who have been directly responsible for the growth in 
student numbers, community connection, academic results and the fantastic programs and 
resources we have added over the last decade. Here at the end of 2022 we have 263 students 
and over 30 staff members. We have been selected to be part of the Ambassador Schools 
Program that saw the Department identify only 10 high performing NSW schools to be part  
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of a research program (the only Hunter/Central Coast school selected). CSPS is the only 
school we know of which has endless requests from teachers and principals from all over 
NSW and interstate to visit the school to watch our teachers teach and find out why our 
student results went from average to the top of all Hunter and Central Coast Schools. Once 
per term since 2018, we have opened our classrooms to teachers who have emailed or called 
us requesting a visit and every term we have 35 (our limit) turn up to watch your amazing 
kids take part in a Literacy, Maths or Writing Warm Up! The waiting list for Term 1 next year is 
already at 25+. All this because we have the most passionate, dedicated and gifted staff in 
front and alongside our kids each and every day with an amazing pedagogy in our Explicit 
Instruction approach to teaching and learning. The CSPS team is certainly the easiest and 
most energetic and enthusiastic team to be part of; I consider myself so very privileged to 
watch them come to work each day loving what they do. The level of care, depth of 
knowledge, and the way in which every staff member values every child is exactly how it 
should look.   

 

To say we have had-and still have- the best P&C Team compared to anywhere, is not just the 
truth but a huge understatement. I hear so often from other Principals that the P&C at times 
can be difficult to navigate and unfortunately, sometimes hinder rather than promote 
progress. At CSPS this has been the exact opposite! Our P&C is directly responsible for so 
many of our programs and resources and for providing students with opportunities that so 
many often wish for. The resources in and around our school funded and provided by our 
P&C are astronomical and far too many to list. But when you see the blue soft fall under our 
COLA, the 5 covered EnviroShelters and ‘picnic tables’, the basketball court, the transformed 
Library, fitness fixed equipment on the backfield, the Nature Play area, the stunning blinds 
in the kinder rooms (soon to be in 5 other rooms), the cricket pitch, sandpit, Football 
jumpers, Soccer shirts, Athletics singlets, Sandstone Outdoor Classroom, a huge number of 
Chromebooks and iPads with charge carts, Hall Air Con, Jellybean tables in 11 classrooms, 
‘refurnituring’ Stage 3 classrooms, cricket helmets, a mountain of sporting gear, massive 
amounts of new readers for infants and primary, Interactive Whiteboards and 2 amazing 
hydration stations ….that is just the start!! Not to mention the 100s of fundraising events and 
the running of the canteen! WOW! Thank you, P&C! 
 
To walk away, believe me, is no easy task. I hear of those who cannot wait to retire, those who 
crawl to the line exhausted and those who are just over it. Guarantee … that’s the opposite for 
me. This was no easy decision as it feels leaving my second family. Susan and I discussed this 
for the past 12 months. Incredibly emotional, sad, thinking at times ‘don’t do it!’, worried I 
haven’t achieved all I hoped to but worried also that maybe I am I now getting in the way of 
greater progress? It’s funny all the things that go through your mind lying there at 3am 
hoping you’ve made the right decision! 
Thank you all for making my role as Principal of Charlestown South PS such a privileged and 
cherished experience.  
 
And finally, to my gorgeous, patient and unbelievably supportive wife Susan, who has not 
only allowed me to spend so many waking hours immersed in ‘school’, but has been my 
sounding board for ideas, challenges, innovations, next steps, as well as being my Newsletter 
editor (280 editions!) and Signboard (approx.. 435) reviewer, making sure they were all up to 
standard. Not to mention being our CSPS keyboard player and Choir Conductor for Carols 
Nights, Bandfest, Presentation Days and more. I thank her for believing in me far more than I 
believed in myself and for living every moment of the past 11 school years with me.  
 
Many people have asked what’s on the agenda for me in retirement. Initially it will be a little 
extra time for golf and grandkids. As an authorised wedding celebrant, I’m looking forward 
to officiating at even more weddings than I’ve had time to do in the past. No doubt I’ll run 
into many of you at some of these in the future! 



Leaders Emerging 
Our Year 6 Leadership Team for 2023 is beginning to take shape as the first group of 
students have been identified. Recently we conducted our Leader’s Speeches and elections 
which resulted in Eden M and Joel D being elected as our new School Captains and Evelyn S 
and Zach T our Vice Captains. We conduct the end of year elections as our new leaders are 
required to play a role in conducting our Presentation Day Celebrations. Come Week 1 of 
next year, we will elect Sports Captains, Technology Leaders, Environmental Leaders, Library 
Leaders and Creative Arts Leaders and possibly create a few more leadership roles that have 
emerged. Every student in Year 6 is required to play a leadership role in order for us to run 
the daily and weekly programs that are in place at CSPS. We will conduct a Leaders 
Assembly in the first few weeks to present each student with their badge and ask their 
parents to attend if possible. Please look for the date for this assembly in the first Newsletter 
next year.   
 
Presentation Day Celebrations 
Our annual Presentation Day will take place on Tuesday December 13 commencing at 12pm 
at HopeUC Church on Felton St Gateshead. With Covid restrictions easing, we have been 
able to return to this lovely venue after being forced to run our last 2 celebrations outdoors at 
school with restricted numbers in attendance. The indoor air-conditioned venue is far more 
comfortable and hopefully will squash us all in with a seating capacity of 420. If your child is 
receiving an award, a staff member will have by now been in touch to notify you so as you 
can plan to be there if time, work or circumstances permit. Certainly if your child isn’t getting 
an award, you are still very welcome to attend if you’d like to, in order to celebrate the year of 
learning with us.  
 
We Made a Huge Splash 
This year’s Intensive Swim Scheme has been as successful, or even more successful than any 
in previous years. The addition of the brand new heated indoor pool facility at Charlestown 
Aquatic Centre has been a massive hit with students and staff helping to address some of 
the varying weather challenges. It has been absolutely inspiring to watch the growth and 
development of all students, especially the non-swimmers, many of whom were just a little 
fearful of the water initially, but 2 weeks on are looking to enter the cliff diving competitions 
in Acapulco! Much of the success of this program is attributed to the wonderful instructors at 
Charlestown Pool as well as our own staff who don the togs for 10 days straight and dive in 
with our students to assist. Thank you Mrs Jackson, Mrs Sandford, Mrs King and Mr Kiely. We 
love that nothing dampens your spirits! 
 
Strike While the Water is Warm! 
Given the remarkable levels of improvement shown by students during the 2 week swim 
program, why not keep the party going? Charlestown Pool is offering an extra week of 
lessons from only $60 during January. See the flyer sent home with students today. 
 
More Swimming News!! 
If you love a good Swimming Carnival, then book in Friday February 10 to join us for our 
annual carnival which will be held in the 25m pool at Charlestown. The carnival is for all 
primary students as well as a few of those turning 8 (mostly Year 2s) in 2023. The Zone 
Carnival has as its ‘youngest’ event the 8 Years Freestyle (note that 8, 9 & 10s compete all 
together as juniors in all other events). Occasionally, we will have a Year 2 student who is an 
exceptional swimmer already participating in Squad Training and we allow these students to 
attend alongside our Primary students for our Carnival in an attempt to qualify for the Zone 
Carnival.  
 
How Do You Solve a Problem Without Maria♫ ♪♫ 

A huge congratulations to our long time Teacher Librarian, Maria Stoppini, who will close the 
book on a wonderful career come the last day of this year. Maria has transformed our Library 
over many years making into one of the most vibrant and attractive spaces in our school.  



Maria has been known for her greatly loved and cherished Book Parades and Book Fairs 
which she has turned into one of our favourite days of the year for both students and staff. 
She has been the person responsible for the love of reading that so many of our students 
have adopted as she enticed them with the latest kid’s series and humorous and engaging 
novels, most of which she reads herself so she can safely and enthusiastically recommend to 
students. We will miss her dearly and wish her well as she pens the next exciting chapter 
that lies ahead.  

 

Not A Silent Night! 

Get your jingle bells out and deck the halls with boughs of holly because Santa Claus is 
coming to town! Definitely one of my personal favourite events of the year is not far away! On 
Wednesday evening, December 14, we will hold our Community Carols Night which will start 
at 5pm with our Sausage Sizzle (by pre-order only). If snags aren’t your thing, bring your 
picnic, chairs and rugs and settle in for a night of community singing. This is not a night of 
performance from our students, but rather they will simply lead some of the Carols and we 
ask all to sing along. Songbooks will be available on the night for a Gold Coin Donation which 
will be donated to the Farm Aid Charity, helping our farmers who once again have been 
devasted by extreme weather events. And remember, if you play an instrument and would 
like to play with our Concert Band for our first 3 bracket of songs, contact us right now so we 
can send the sheet music home for you. We already have a small band of parents who are 
joining us, so you won’t be alone if you’d like to join the music. 

 

We Dance Because We Read 

Gold Day In is upon us with this year’s event being a Silent Disco onsite. It may not sound like 
(pun intended) fun, but it’s a hoot! Kids love it. This year we had 192 students make it to 200 
nights of Home Reading which is 73% of the entire school. Well done kids, parents, 
grandparents and siblings for helping hugely to make this happen. Next year we are aiming 
for 200 nights for 200 kids. We know it’s not about Gold Day, but rather developing a love of 
reading and embedding daily reading so it is just a habit that comes naturally and such a key 
skill for life. Please don’t stop daily reading over the holiday break as it makes it harder to re-
establish come February and sends the message that reading is just a ‘school thing’ when as 
we know, it’s a life thing! Read on Macbeth! 

 

Hunter PSSA Triple Award! 

This Wednesday the Hunter PSSA Awards will take place with 3, yes 3, CSPS students being 
recognised for their achievements in 2022. Lachlan M and Charlotte J will receive a special 
Award for being selected in a NSW Team to compete in a National Championships. Ella S 
receives her award for being selected and representing the Hunter at a NSW Carnival in 3 
different sports . 

 

Hunt Hunting for Hunter  

This Friday, Year 5 student Ethan H heads to the final round of selections for the Hunter Boys 
Cricket Team for the NSW 2023 Carnival. Ethan has made it through Zone selections and 
Round 1 of the Hunter selections and now is down to the top 20 players vying for a place in 
the final 12 for next year’s team. Maddy C this week also heads to the Hunter Girls Trials trying 
to replicate her performance form earlier this year where she was selected for the Hunter 
Team, but the NSW Carnival was cancelled due to flooding. We wish both our exceptional 
cricketers all the best and will keep you posted via Facebook.  



CSPS Davids Bring Down Goliaths! 

Our CSPS Golf Team may have looked like midgets on the tee compared to the 72 high 
school boys who turned up to play in the Inaugural Hunter Schools Golf Cup played at Kurri 
Kurri Golf Club last Monday, but boy did we create a stir amongst the big boys! The day 
comprised of 24 high school teams and 4 primary school teams but all played in the one 
single event. The event was a 3 Person Ambrose, meaning all 3 team members hit off the tee 
and then the best shot was selected, then the next 3 shots all played from that spot. The 
same was repeated until the ball was in the hole. Each player needed to have a minimum of 
3 tee shots on the card over the 9 hole competition. Despite the ’size’ disparity the CSPS lads 
stood tall! Our Golf Guru Lachie M, along with Brendan ‘Tiger’ W and I finished in a tie for 
second place which raised a few eyebrows from the older lads. Well done team! 

 

Year 6 Farewell & ‘Clap Out’ Final Day of Term, 2022 

This Wednesday Night we farewell one of our very best cohort of Year 6 students ever at our 
Annual Farewell at Club Charlestown starting at 5pm. Parents will join us for the initial period 
and return at 8.30pm for the final dance and slide show. This year’s crew has delighted us 
with their successes and personalities. They have certainly put their own ‘stamp’ on so many 
events and happening around CSPS this year. They have led our school in 2022 with 
excellence! 

Despite this wonderful group of Year 6 students missing out for 2 years in ’20 and ’21 on what 
their predecessors experienced in terms of opportunities and experiences, they never once 
let this dampen their spirits and thirst for adventure and passion for learning.  

On the final day of school, Friday December 16th, we’d like to invite Year 6 parents as well as 
all other parents, grandparents and friends who would like to share this special moment and 
CSPS parting ritual with them, to attend school at 2.30pm. During this time we would like to 
acknowledge our departing families, some of whom have been part of the CSPS family well 
beyond a decade. We would also like to acknowledge each individual student by presenting 
them with a Graduation Certificate. So we would ask you to join us and take a seat upon the 
‘silver seats’ in our COLA area on Friday afternoon at 2.30pm December 16 as we celebrate a 
significant milestone in the life of each of our Year 6 students.  

 

Mr J’s Free Parenting Tip – Final One! 

You’ve heard it before. Children grow up quickly. Even after five kids, I can attest to that! My 
final advice?  

Make time to enjoy your kids. You need to plan time otherwise it will just disappear. They are 
only this age once, and the 5 to 12 years period is absolutely critical. Research shows that we, 
the parents, are the major influence upon our children during this period of their life. Once 
high school begins for them, their peers can take over as the key influencers. So NOW is the 
time to make time. It is good to remind ourselves to be proactive in engaging deeply with 
our kids. I have always been a believer that you cannot have quality time without quantity of 
time. Take a step back from everything else over your Christmas break and enjoy those 
beautiful children of yours that I have been privileged to lead. 

 Principal’s Award 
Term 4 Week 7 

   Aston S 

Principal’s Award 
Term 4 Week 8 

   Capri S 



It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! 

Once again we will be running our Christmas     
raffle, which will be drawn at Carols Night on 
Wednesday 14 December.  

We are asking for donations for the prize  
hamper/s - items such as food treats, Christmas 
decorations, toys and games, lollies and chocolates, 
even bubbles and brew!  A collection box has been 
placed at the Office. 

Extra tickets are available from the Office. 
Thank you for your continued support of the P and C this year, we look forward to 
seeing you at the Carols Night! 

For those parents and carers attending all End of Year Activities 

Please be aware that COVID-19 is still active within our school community, and 
if you are unwell  or displaying any symptoms of illness please do not attend. 

These events will be held in accordance with any current NSW Health COVID-
19 Public Health Orders and the NSW Department of Education’s 
policies and procedures. There is a risk that you may be exposed to 
COVID-19 while attending these events.  

From the Office… 

Thank you to those families who are up to date with payments - 
a final statement of account will be sent home later this week. 

The Dept of Education has supplied us with a smaller than usual 
delivery of RAT kits. They are available from the office, please call 
in and see us if you need any. 

We would like to wish all of our families a very Merry Christmas 
and a safe and Happy New Year. Enjoy the holiday break and we 
will see you all in 2023! 

Regards, Kellie and Cheryl   



Diary Dates 

December 

Wed 7   Gold Day In. 

Wed 7   Year 6 Farewell, 5.45pm start. 

Fri 9    Sausage Sizzle orders close for Carols night. 

Tues 13   Presentation Day, Hope UC Church, Gateshead, commences at  
    12.00pm. 

Wed 14   Carols Night - note attached to this newsletter. Sausage sizzle  
    starts at 5.00pm with Carols starting at 6.00pm. 

Thu 15   Primary Swim & Water Activity day @ Valentine Pool. 

Thu 15   Infants Activity Day - held here at school, more details to follow. 

Fri 16   Year 6 Clap Out commences at 2.30pm. 

Fri 16   Last Day of Term 4 for students. 

Mon 19 and Tue 20  Staff Development Days - staff only, no students at school. 

 

January 2023 

Friday 27 - Mon 30  Staff Development Days - staff only, no students at school. 

Tue 31   Students Year 1-6 return. 

Tues 31 - Fri 3  Best Start Interviews Kindergarten 2023. 

 

February  

Mon 6   Kindergarten commences. 

Tue 7   P and C Meeting 7.00pm - held in the Library. All welcome. 

Fri 10   Swimming Carnival - students in Year 3-6. 

 

Advance notice: Our 2023 Term 1 sport will be Dance to be Fit, 
cost $25 per student. Notes sent home Week 1 next term.  








