
 Week 5 
Monday – Debating Workshop 
Wednesday – Earlybird Reading, PSSA Girls Soccer Knockout, Netball School’s Cup 
Friday – Concert Band, Sport, Assembly, Principals’ Police Forum 
Week 6 
Monday – Debating Round 1 
Wednesday – Earlybird Reading, PSSA Boys Soccer Knockout 
Thursday – Star Struck Rehearsal,  
Friday – Concert Band, Sport, Assembly 
 
Voters Snagged at CSPS 
The inviting aroma of sausages sizzling and freshly baked cakes and slices greeted Federal 
Election voters who required no convincing by local candidates to partake. Monies raised will 
go toward enclosing our Library verandah which will provide us with three intimate learning 
spaces for small group activities and one on one tuition as well as a large space for Concert 
Band storage. 
We thank the large group of volunteers who baked and wrapped goodies, worked on the 
BBQ and Cake Stall and assisted with set up and pack up.  
 
Warning …. CSPS a Non-Go Zone! 
Please take note that no person will be allowed onsite this Saturday May 28. We are having a 
number of classrooms being re-carpeted over the next few weeks but prior to that, this 
Saturday will see an asbestos removal team remove a small section of flooring in our 
computer lab prior to recarpeting. Department precautionary protocols insist no one apart 
from the contractors  are allowed onsite this Saturday.   
 
Are You Being Served? 
Our 8.30am Wednesday Earlybird Reading program is a wonderful opportunity for our 
younger students to enjoy a quality reading session as our older students read to and listen 
to them read. It is also a great opportunity for the older students to serve others in this way 
and to talk about the story and characters. Research shows that children who learn to give 
their time and volunteer to help others, will continue the trend as an adult. It is this 
mentality that creates quality citizens who contribute to making society a better place for all. 
And we all know, if Australia had agencies shut for just one week who rely on volunteers for 
operation, the lives of millions of Aussies would be significantly impacted. Stuck for time and 
ways to facilitate your child’s opportunities to volunteer? Earlybird Reading has a spot for 
them this week! 
 
A Six Day Test 
Years 3 and 5 have completed their NAPLAN Tests online for the first time, and from all 
reports they felt it went well. It was a very different format than all previous years minus the 
pencil and paper.  
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Covid Procedures Update from the Department of Education 
Please follow the link provided if you’d like to access the latest Covid protocols and 
procedures for families as mapped out by the Department of Education. https://
education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/advice-for-families  
 
Gone To Visit The Queen! 
We wish Mrs Hodson safe travels as she heads to the UK to visit family and enjoy the 
picturesque area of the Cotswolds. Such is her royal status in education circles, it may well 
see the British have Jill stand in for the Queen a few times given Her Majesty’s recent health 
challenges. ‘Incredibly fortunate’ hardly describes how blessed we are to have Mrs Katrina 
Morgan on hand to pilot KH for the next 6 weeks. Katrina has been part of CSPS for many 
years now in various roles and often covers the Teacher Librarian role when Mrs Stoppini 
takes leave. Her expertise and manner with children is quite exceptional. Mrs Shannon 
Sandford will add Mrs Morgan’s current role to her own workload which we know won’t miss 
a beat as Shannon is our jack of all trades at CSPS. We have a separate storage cupboard for 
all her different hats! Mrs Elise Mountford and Ms Louisa Lawson will don the Assistant 
Principal robe in Mrs Hodson’s absence and share that key role. It is extremely reassuring to 
have such quality staff who are able to step into other roles so seamlessly and professionally. I 
can guarantee that you’ll feel like things just won’t miss a beat in Jill’s absence. I also think 
she might sleep the entire 23 hours on the flight through to London! 
 
We are Almost Completely Floored! 
The skinny budget that the Asset Management Unit has in its purse, will see many schools 
miss out on any capital works or large maintenance projects as we head to the end of the 
financial year. However, our jaws hit the floor when it was announced CSPS would receive 
new carpets in the Library, Computer Lab, 6 classrooms and the entire administration 
building! Work will commence this Tuesday and continue for the next 3 to 4 weeks.  
 
The Great Debate 
Our Debating Teams, along with visitors from 2 other schools, will spend an intense day 
today being schooled on all things debating. Experienced adjudicator and debate expert, Jo 
Potts, be take the 35 students attending through an in-depth workshop looking at all key 
aspects of the debate.  
 
 
FOX Sports Report 

Netballers Ready to Rumble 

A very tidy win 24 – 10 over Swansea PS was accomplished by our netballers in the first round 
of the NSW PSSA Knockout. CSPS mum, Kellie Boettcher, has them firing at the moment 
and it might well be our best chance in many years to progress through a number of rounds 
in the state competition. Our next opposition will be Kotara South PS, where good friend and 
colleague, Mrs Sue Maxworthy is Principal. I have fingers crossed for bragging rights! Our 
girls will hone their skills in preparation next Wednesday as they compete in the NSW 
Netball Schools Cup at the Newcastle Netball Centre.  

 

A Captain’s Knock in the Knockout 

Cricket Team Captain, Lachlan McDonald, played the perfect innings in our Round 1 NSW 
PSSA Cricket Knockout game against Charlestown East PS. Chasing 52 for victory after Ethan 
Hunt, Rosie Price, Brendan Ward and Maddy Chicken shared the wickets, Lachlan retired at 
the mandatory score of 40 not out which included nine boundaries! Along with fellow 
opener Brendan Ward, the pair took just 6 overs to overhaul the total to post an emphatic 
first up win. A special mention to debutant wicketkeeper, Joel Dyet, who was a revelation 
behind the stumps letting through just one single bye in 25 overs. Round 2 will be a greater 
challenge as we face either Valentine or Eleebana.   



The Carnival Is Not Over! 
Despite it raining on our parade, we have rebooked our Athletics Carnival at Marks Point for 
Wednesday of Week 10, June 29. With the closure of the Glendale Sports Centre for 
renovations and the Macquarie Hills Little Athletics field due to excessive dampness, primary 
and high schools have booked out all other venues through to the end of term. There is a 
small window of hope on June 8 if another school is able to run their carnival a week earlier 
as scheduled.  However, we won’t know the outcome until May 31, so stay posted for the 
possible forward date change.  
 
A Charlestown South First! 
A massive congratulations to Elise M and Ella S in being selected for the Hunter PSSA Soccer 
team for the State Carnival in Bathurst in early August. The two ‘Es’ are our first ever Hunter 
representatives in the girls’ soccer arena. Commiserations, yet congratulations to both Ruby 
A and Aurora A who made it ever so close, performing excellently at the Hunter Carnival. 
Despite catching the eye of selectors throughout the day, they missed out by the skinniest of 
margins in making the final 12.  
All four girls will line up next Wednesday in our strong girls’ soccer team as they join 7 other 
schools at Speers Point to compete in Rounds 1, 2 and 3 of the NSW PSSA Soccer Knockout. 
Our boys team will line up on the following Wednesday to also complete and compete in the 
first 3 rounds of their state wide knockout. We wish both of our soccer teams the best for 
their upcoming games. 
 

Mr J’s Free Parenting Tip – Edition 8, 2022 

Parenting Tip 

Find your child’s chatty place. All children are different. With my three boys, all very different 
in personality, I found one thing to be consistent: they opened up and talked more when 
active. Whether we were walking in the bush, hiking, surfing, playing a sport (golly we did a 
lot of that!), in the pool, building stuff or fishing, the likelihood that they would talk about 
personal things that matter increased a hundred-fold compared to when they were passive 
at home. Interestingly, when active, they initiated discussions as often as I did. My two 
daughters, however, were far more likely to talk openly when passive, such as when driving 
along in the car or sitting around the dinner table. It may be slightly or radically different at 
your place, but if you’re wanting to try to get your kids to talk openly with you just that little 
more, experiment until you find their “talking point” and don’t miss the great opportunities 
which arise. 

Principal’s Award 
Term 2 Week 4 

   Sophie A  

Principal’s Award 
Term 2 Week 3 

   Oliver H 



A reminder, please don’t send nut products to school. 

 

This includes Nutella as well as peanut butter and any 
other nut foods. 

 

We have several students with anaphylaxis to nuts and 
we appreciate your help in keeping school as safe as we 
can for them. 

Library News 

Why not check out these apps? 

SOMETHING EERIE apps.apple.com/au/app/somethingeerie/id1324380907 

 Royal Life Saving Australia has an intriguing app for primary students to enhance 
their water safety proficiency. Students embark on an adventurous journey and have 
to use their water safety skills and decision making abilities to solve the mystery of 
creatures inhabiting the town’s waterways. 

 

EVERYDAY MATHS education.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/ mathematics/everyday-maths 

 Parents of K–10 students will uncover a variety of pertinent everyday mathematical 
concepts to explore at home with their children. Links are available for additional 
information for parents and carers . 

 

 

 

It’s time to renew or subscribe to this year’s Entertainment app. 
Scan the QR code and help support our school, while enjoying a 
fantastic range of discounts and special offers. Check out 
entertainment.com.au/offers to see how you can benefit. Why 
not tell your family and friends too?  20% of each membership is 
donated back to the school.  

Join now and receive a bonus $20 or $40 eGift Card! 

 



Diary Dates 

May 

Wed 25 Girl’s PSSA Soccer day 

Wed 25 School’s Cup Netball 

 

Jun 

Wed 1 Boy’s PSSA Soccer day 

Tue 7 P and C Meeting - Library 7.00pm. All welcome. 

Wed 8 Stage 1 visit to Hunter Valley Zoo. 

Tue 14 - Fri 17 Life Education Bus visiting CSPS -  notes home today. 

Mon 13 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday. 

Fri 17 - Sat 18 Star Struck Performances. 

Fri 17 Hunter Cross Country. 

Wed 22 - Fri 24 Stage 2 Camp - Great Aussie Bush Camp. 

Wed 29 Athletics Carnival 

 

Jul 

Fri 1  Last day of  Term 2. 

 

Oct 

Wed 19 - Fri 21  Stage 3 Camp - Central West, Bathurst - more details to follow. 






