
 Week 5 
Tuesday – Stage Meetings 
Wednesday – Earlybird Reading, Home School Liaison Officer visit 
Thursday – NAIDOC Celebration Day Activities 
Friday – Concert Band Workshop Day, Sport, Assembly 
 
Week 6 
Monday – WCoS Combined Staff Professional Development 
Tuesday – Staff CPR and Anaphylaxis Training 
Wednesday – Debating, Earlybird Reading 
Thursday – Evacuation and Lockdown Drills 
Friday – Concert Band, Sport, Assembly, Hunter Region Athletics, Australian Cross Country 
 
Australian Education Awards 
What a fabulous night we all had at Doltone House, Darling Harbour on Friday night, 
celebrating the Australian Education Awards. Surrounded by the who’s who of private 
schools such as Knox Grammar, Pymble Ladies College, Haileybury College and Loreto 
College and compere, Aussie celebrity and musician Natalie Bassingthwaite, we felt right at 
home! Charlestown South was judged by a team of 30 adjudicators from all over the nation 
as one of the top 5 primary schools in Australia. What an amazing honour for our school.  
Unfortunately, we didn’t bring home the trophy which was awarded to Bunbury Primary 
School from Western Australia. However, Mrs Butler, adorned in her delightful black evening 
gown and her moon boot, courtesy of a PE lesson mishap, still made it to the dance floor and 
won the one-legged dance competition! It was great to come home with one victory! 
 
And Yes …. Another First For CSPS! 

Last Wednesday our CSPS Athletics Team performed a minor miracle. Up against 22 other 
schools, a number of who have 400 to 500+ students, we won the Eastlakes Zone Athletics 
Carnival with a score of 291 points! The incredible individual performances by many athletes 
got us to within striking distance of the lead and then our relays teams absolutely smashed 
it to push into first place at the end of the day. The Annual Trophy has tended to circulate 
between 3 or 4 large schools in the past 20 years that I have been part of the Eastlakes PSSA 
Zone, but not in 2022! Outstanding job, Team CSPS! Below is the list of point scoring 
performances from our Athletics Team. 
Ella S - 1st Girls 100m, 200m, Long Jump, High Jump, Discus & Snr Girls Relay, 2nd Snr 800m 

Charlotte J - 1st Jnr 200m, 800m, 1500m, Long Jump, Discus & 10 Yrs 100m, 3rd Jnr Relay 

Beau G - 2nd Jnr Shot Put, 3rd Jnr Long Jump 

Willow T - 2nd Snr High Jump, Snr Discus, Snr Shot Put 

Maddy C - 1st 11 Yrs Shot Put 

Ethan H - 1st 11 Yrs Discus 

Asha C - 1st 11 Yrs Discus 

Lachlan M - 2nd Snr Discus 
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Harrison W - 3rd Snr Discus 

Matej J - 3rd 8 Yrs 100m 

Elise M - 3rd Snr 800m  

Rio S - 2nd Jnr Discus 

Brendan W - 3rd 11 Yrs Discus 

Ella K - 3rd Jnr Discus 

Evie C - 4th 11 Yr Discus 

Snr Girls Relay 1st - Nyra S, Ella S, Evie S, Elise M 

Jnr Boys Relay 2nd - Levi W, Beau G, Rio S, Jensen W 

Jnr Girls Relay 3rd - Amirah L, Ella K, Pippa R, Charlotte J 

100m Finalists – Harrison J, Matej J, Annaliese K, Charlotte J, Evelyn S, Ella S, Elise M 

A number of these students will now compete in the Hunter Regional Carnival to be run on 
Friday August 26 and we will be notified soon as to who has qualified.  

 

♫ ♪♫  Choralfest Victory! 

‘Angelic’ was just one of the words used by parents as they described the winning 
performance by our Monday Afternoon Choir who brought home the Mixed K to 6 Choir 
Trophy at Hunter/Central Coast Choralfest in Week 3. The vibrant performance had the 
adjudicator waxing lyrical during the presentation and we all pass on our congratulations to 
our dedicated group of singers. Oh so close was our huge Primary Choir who once again, 
broke the largest choir at Choralfest ever record with over 140 students. Getting them on 
stage was a bit of a challenge for organisers but once on, they wowed the audience with 3 
superb songs. None better than their rendition of the Scottish Folk Song, The Skye Boat Song 
(also recognised as the theme tune for the Netflix series Outlander). If a pin had dropped 
during this performance, all would have heard it such was the attention demanded. And 
there were a few cheeks requiring the odd tear to be brushed away as our choir beautifully 
sang this emotive song. The Primary Choir received a Highly Commended Award, a result we 
were very happy with in a field of top quality choirs such as HSPA. A big thank you to Mrs 
Susan Johnson for all her expertise and hours of rehearsal with both of our wonderful choirs.  

 

Talking It Up 
Last week, 8 of our bravest students represented Charlestown South at the Regional Public 
Speaking Finals. Each school is able to send 2 representatives from each Stage and selecting 
the best speeches was an almighty challenge for our staff. Our final representatives and their 
speech topics selected were: 
Early Stage 1 
Felix D – Dinosaurs 
Zade S – Sharks 
Stage 1 
Ava-Jane R – Cobber Dogs 
Charlie B – Guinness Book of Records 
Stage 2 
Evie P – The Evie Stevie Party 
Natalie D – The Best Time of Life 
Stage 3 
Eden M – Grandparents are Better than Parents 
Jada S – Fruit and Vegetables Have Feelings 
We are hoping to record the speeches of each finalist and pop their speeches on Facebook 
soon if their parents are happy for us to do so. This way we can all get to enjoy and celebrate 
their successes and hard work. An extra pat on the back to Charlie B and Eden M for being 
awarded a Highly Commended Award in their separate divisions! 



Get Ready, Get Set …. 
Our School Readiness Evening was an absolute bottler! A big thank you to Mrs Hodson for 
organizing this incredibly informative event which also featured a guest presenter spot from 
a Speech Therapist and our own resident Physiotherapist and P&C President Craig 
Boettcher. Craig’s presentation was exceptional and highlighted the need to keep our kids 
moving despite the world becoming ‘stiller’ as we rely on devices to do it all! They entertain 
us, change the channel, open the garage and connect us with friends immediately without 
even having to get up, go out and visit physically! The 20+ parents in attendance provided 
excellent feedback and were extremely grateful for all the highly relevant information.  
 
Off To The Movies! 
Our Year 6 ‘film crew’ has been keeping us entertained lately at whole school assemblies 
with some informative and entertaining video reports. Week 3’s ‘film’ was highly entertaining 
and creative as the crew taught us all things ‘rubbish’. I’m not sure how Ruby A got in and 
then out of the bin or in fact if her mum and dad know she volunteered for the role! Just as 
engaging was last week’s report on the Zone Athletics Carnival! 
 
Connecting with Country 
For 3 days last week two of our teaching staff, Mrs Kristy Haenga and Mr Tom Kiely attended 
a local Connecting to Country professional development session focusing on Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander education. Both were glowing in their reports of every single session 
over the 3 days as they bring back to us key learnings we can all implement in our daily work 
as educators of young people.  
 
And the Survey Said … ??? 
At times during Term 3, you may receive an email or alert via Skoolbag with a request to 
complete a short survey. The Tell Them From Me surveys that many of you have completed 
in the past are becoming mandatory in schools. Our students from Year 4 to 6 have been 
completing these anonymous surveys twice per year for the past few years. These surveys 
assist the Department of Education in assessing how satisfied all stakeholders are with 
Public Education at a point in time. 
 
Turn Up and Learn Up! 
The winners of last week’s C.A.R Award was 2K! The Class Attendance Record is a fortnightly 
award presented to the class with the best attendance percentage for the 2 weeks just gone. 
This award is a very sporty steering wheel which is presented to the class at our Friday 
Assembly with the class then getting to hang the coveted ‘wheel’ in their classroom for the 
next 2 weeks. Very soon we will be introducing 2 new attendance awards. The 100 Car Club 
for those students who have a 100% attendance record for a 5 week period (weeks 1 to 5, then 
6 to 10) each term. Also added will be the Unleaded 98 Award for those with 98% and over for 
the same period. Research shows the more you attend the more you learn. I am not sure 
who conducted the research but this one isn’t rocket science or needing a brain surgeon to 
work it out! 
 
The Wild West Awaits Us! 
Our Stage 3 two night excursion to Central Western NSW in Week 2 of Term 4 is one of the 
highlights of our students’ primary schooling years. No one has ever returned saying they 
had just an average time away. It’s always ‘we loved it!’, ‘it was awesome!’ Last week our 
Stage 3 students received a note outlining some of the details and the costing of the journey 
west. Please return notes asap and feel free to pay off a bit of the full cost each week if it is 
easier than the large amount all at once on the due date later in the term.  An itinerary will 
be sent home in the coming weeks.  
 



Researchers Are Coming Our Way 
As part of the Ambassador School Program, the University of Canberra, University of NSW 
and Charles Sturt University are combining to conduct a thorough combined Research 
Project across all 10 Ambassador Schools as they look to hopefully uncover common 
practices and elements that might be able to be easily transferred into other educational 
settings. A team of researchers will visit CSPS in Week 7 for a 3 day visit as they shadow 
various staff members and speak with a variety of students in Years 2 to 6, staff and possibly 
parents. In the lead up to the visit, this week we will send home a note that outlines the 
project and what types of things may occur during the visit. If you would rather have your 
child opt out of all communication or contact with our researchers, please return the signed 
note to the school office. A Student Participation Statement form will come home next week 
with those students who do not opt out.   

 

FOX Sports Report 

 
See Above for Zone Athletics Results! 
We won!!!! 
 
She’s Crossing the Country! 
On August 26, Year 4 student, Charlotte J, will go where no other CSPS student has gone 
before … to run in the Australian All School Cross Country Championships! Charlotte and her 
mum will fly to Adelaide the day before the event and we have instructed the flight hosties 
to serve up plenty of carbs as she loads up for the following day’s 3km event. We wish 
Charlotte well and know that it will take some pretty serious athletes to finish in front of her! 
Unfortunately for Charlotte, the event is on the same day as the Hunter Regional Athletics 
Carnival where we believe she has qualified for 6 individual events. However, as she is 
competing in a schools event, we are able to submit her times in an endeavour to qualify for 
the Hunter Team for the State Carnival later in the term.  
 
Look Out US Masters, the Master is Coming! 
Aussie Golfer Cameron Smith may have just won the British Open and rocketed into 2nd spot 
on the World Golf Rankings, but it might just be that in 10 or 15 years from now that he will 
be partnered on the tee with CSPS student Lachlan M. In the recent Hunter PSSA Golf 
Championships, Lachlan shot an amazing 87 off the stick in very wet and challenging 
conditions to street the field and win by an astounding 16 shots in qualifying for the NSW 
Titles as Hunter Region’s Number 1 golfer! If you are a golfer and need a lesson or two, pop in 
at lunch time and Lach will sort out your troublesome swing in no time. You simply watch 
him and copy! 
 
Mr J’s Free Parenting Tip – Edition 14, 2022 

I’ll keep this edition’s tip brief. To dads mainly …… compliment your daughters often but make 
it about who they are and not how they look. The media in general projects upon our girls 
from every angle imaginable that social acceptance and value is all on the surface. We need 
to be the ones that create in our daughters and granddaughters a confidence and self-
esteem that has its foundation firmly cemented in who they are and NOT how skinny or 
glamorous they are or are not. Worth a thought, dads!   

Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 3 

   Natalie D 

Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 4 

   Isla S 



Diary Dates 

August 

Thu 18   NAIDOC Celebration Day. 

Tue 30   P and C Meeting - 7pm in the Library, everyone is welcome. 

 

September 

Thu 1   Father’s Day Stall. 

Fri 2    Father’s Day Breakfast - note will be sent home this week. 

Fri 9    WCoS Leadership Day Year 6 - more details to follow. 

Thu 22   Charlestown Cup, Stage 2 - more details to follow. 

Thu 22   Year 6 Leadership Day - more details to follow. 

Fri 23   Last Day of Term 3. 

 

October 

Mon 10   Students and Staff return for Term 4. 

Wed 19 - Fri 21  Stage 3 Camp - Central West, Bathurst. 

Tue 25   P and C Meeting - 7pm in the Library, everyone is welcome. 

 

November 

Wed 9   Year 6 Fete - student only event, more details to follow. 

Fri 18   Colour Run Fundraiser - more details to follow. 

Mon 21-Fri Dec 2 Intensive Swimming Program Years K - 3. Prepayments can be  
    made for this program although final costing has not been set yet. 

Tue 22   P and C Meeting - 7pm in the Library, everyone is welcome. 

 

December 

Wed 7   Year 6 Farewell - more details to follow. 

Tues 13   Presentation Day, Hope UC Church, Gateshead - more details  
    to follow. 

Wed 14   Carols Night - more details to follow. 

Fri 16   Year 6 Clap Out - more details to follow. 

Mon 19   Last Day of Term 4 for students. 

Tue 20   Staff Development Day - staff only, no students at school. 



Father’s Day is just around the corner… 

The P and C will again be running their Father’s Day raffle and Stall. 

Tickets for the raffle will be  sent home this week.  A box has been 
placed in the Office foyer for prize donations. We’d love donations of 
any items you think Dad might like… chocolates, socks, puzzles, 
toiletries, books, accessories, gadgets… all items will be gratefully 
accepted... thank you. Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5, and come in a 
sheet of 15. Simply cut off and return the number of tickets you’d 
like, along with the correct money to the Office before Thursday 1 
September. The raffle will be drawn at the Father’s Day Breakfast on Friday 2 September. 

We will be running the Father’s Day Stall for the students on Thursday 1 September from 
9.00am and would love a few extra volunteers to help out. If you can spare an hour or two 
please sign in at the Office and come along to the hall just before 9.00am. 

We’ve also sent Cookie Dough forms home today - an letter explaining this fundraiser is 
included in this newsletter. Thank you for your continued support. 

The P and C Fundraising Committee 



    NAIDOC Celebrations at CSPS 

 

Thursday 18 August 2022 is our annual NAIDOC Celebration 
Day. Students are asked to wear red, black and yellow 
clothing along with their school hat and sports shoes. 
Alternatively, students can wear their sports uniform. 

Throughout the day students will be involved in storytelling, 
art, craft, music, dance, games, face painting and bush tucker 
activities. If your child has any food allergies, please advise 
their class teacher before Wednesday 17 August. 

We look forward to the opportunity to share our Aboriginal 
culture with our whole school community . 




