
 Week 9 
Monday – Kinder 2023 Interviews 
Tuesday – Kinder 2023 Interviews, Debating Training at Lambton PS, Cookie Dough Delivery 
Wednesday – Earlybird Reading, Staff Wellbeing Workshop 3pm-5.30pm 
Friday – WCoS Year 6 Leadership Day, Concert Band, Sport, Assembly 

 
Week 10 
Tuesday – Staff Stage Meetings 
Wednesday – Earlybird Reading 
Thursday – Charlestown Cup Stage 2 
Friday – Concert Band, Sport, Assembly, Last Day of Term 
 
Students Return for Term 4 on Monday 10th October 

New Kinders for 2023 are Heading to Big School 

Over the next few days Mrs Hodson and I will sit and chat with the students and their 
parents commencing Kindergarten in 2023 at CSPS. I love these few days meeting new 
parents and students and getting to know them a little as well as answering their questions 
and maybe just boasting a little occasionally about the incredible staff and close knit school 
community we have at Charlestown South. We have 39 kinders enrolled for next year which 
is the absolute perfect number for 2 kinder classes.  

 

The Great Debate 

On Tuesday 8 of our Year 5 budding debaters will head to Lambton PS to undergo a very 
intensive day of training along with many other local schools. The day focuses upon the ‘how 
to’ of key elements of debating, especially, rebuttal, developing quality arguments and how 
to use the one hour planning time most effectively. The training days are a tremendous 
opportunity for our students to hone their argumentative skills. Apologies in advance to 
parents and siblings! Attending from Year 5 will be Parthib, Joel, Zach, Isaac, Eden, Evelyn, 
Maddison, and Shae. This elite squad of squabblers, will be accompanied by our Year 6 highly 
adept team of debating advisors, Neve and Ella S.  

 

Year 6 Leading The Way 
In Week 8, our Year 6 students will join with all other Year 6 students from the Whitebridge 
Community of Schools (WCoS) -  Dudley, Redhead, Kahibah, Charlestown and Charlestown 
East, for our annual Leadership Day. This is a fantastic day to socialise and rub shoulders with 
students from other local schools as we hear from inspirational guest speakers, engage in 
some group problem solving tasks with fellow Year students from neighbouring schools and 
hear from Whitebridge HS students who talk all things high school. Speaking of which, 2 ex 
CSPS students, along with WHS Deputy and the Year 7 Advisor for 2023, visited us on Friday 
September 9 to speak with our Year 6 students about transitioning to high school. The 
session was fantastic in dispelling some myths and lowering the anxiety levels as our 
students prepare for the change to high school life which is fast approaching.  
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The Results Are In 

Once again, the NAPLAN results for CSPS were far above that of the State average and way 
beyond that of the National average in every discipline tested across the 5 areas assessed. 
Some of the highlights included –: 

Premiers Priority Area (Year 3 & 5 Reading and Numeracy Top 2 Bands percentage) – CSPS 
66% which is double that of the State average. 

 Year 3 Reading – 94% of students in the very Top 2 Bands 

 Year 3 Writing – 83% of students in the very Top 2 Bands  

 Year 3 Grammar & Punctuation – 90% of students in the very Top 2 Bands 

 Year 3 across all 4 Literacy areas tested – 96% of students above the NSW average 

 Year 5 Writing – 73% of students in the very Top 2 Bands 

 Year 5 Spelling – 70% of students in the very Top 2 Bands 

 Year 5 Grammar & Punctuation – 71% of students in the very Top 2 Bands 

 Year 5 across all 4 Literacy areas tested – 88% of students above the NSW average 

 

Do You Love a Good Survey? 

I do hope the answer is yes!? We apologise in advance for bombarding you with Surveys over 
the last week or so as we have another quite important one to throw at you. The Ambassador 
School Program is certainly one that has benefitted our school on many levels including 
escalating the positive profile of the school throughout NSW as well as giving CSPS a voice at 
some very important ‘tables’ as politicians and the Department look to reform the teaching 
curriculum in a number of subject areas and look to how the current teacher shortages can 
be best addressed. The Program has included a variety of research projects conducted by 3 
different Universities and part of this, is a parent carer survey which we would encourage 
every family to complete if time permits. This one carries with it a really excellent opportunity 
to be heard as the researchers will take notice of what is said by parents as part of their 
findings to be presented to the Department. Here is a wonderful chance to have your say. 
The link to the Ambassador School Parent Program Survey is  https://unsw.au1.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_0ICx0PC5Ft8fLCe 

This link will also be sent via the Skoolbag App if you’d rather complete it on your phone 
whilst the kids are at Dance or Music lessons or Netball, Footy or Soccer Practice. A few of our 
mums have completed the survey and reported back that it took around 15 minutes to do.  

 

Plenty of Dough on Offer 

Please pop in the diary, set an alarm or three, write on your hand or just simply commit to 
memory that the P&C Fundraising Cookie Dough delivery is tomorrow (Tuesday Sept 13). Our 
P&C Team will have table set up just outside my window with all your orders clearly marked 
ready for pick up. If you are missing part of your order, it probably just means your order was 
the one ‘reachable’ from my window! If your child is at OOSH, we will try to get your Cookie 
Dough orders to him/her so as you can pick Cookie Dough up, along with your kids, later in 
the afternoon.  

https://unsw.au1.qualtrics.com/


Our Golden Sporting Year Continues! 

Lachlan M has achieved what no other CSPS student has achieved in 59 years of the school’s 
existence! Lach has just become the first CSPS student ever to make the NSW Team for the 
Australian Golf Championships. Lachlan teed up for the 3 day event on 2 of the toughest 
courses in the Sydney area with water hazards everywhere, deep and plentiful bunkers and 
undulating greens that were running as quick as Augusta at the Masters! Against the best of 
the best from all around NSW, including all Public, Private and Catholic Schools from across 
the state, Lachlan qualified for the 8 man team to contest the National Titles. The officials on 
the day were not only super impressed by his golf skill, but also his calm and even 
temperament which wasn't always on display on the golf course from other players! A few of 
the dads of boys who played with Lachlan during the 3 days commented to me directly that 
their sons had learnt a whole lot from Lach about how to conduct yourself on the course. 
Well done and congratulations to Lachlan for not only making the NSW Team, but also for 
the outstanding manner in which he represented himself and his school. As a Fundraiser in 
Term 4, we may yet get Lachie to run golf lessons for those mums and dads wanting to 
improve their game!  

 

The Prestigious Cup Awaits (due to the newly announced Public Holiday next week , we 
are waiting to hear about a new date for this event) 

Forget the World Cup, Melbourne Cup, America’s Cup and even Mrs Forbes’ ridiculously 
oversized  Coffee Cup …… because the big one, the Charlestown Cup has arrived in town. All 
of our Year 3/4 students will participate in this annual event during the final week of term 
with Charlestown, Charlestown East, Charlestown South, Dudley, Kahibah and Redhead 
Primary Schools combining for a huge sportsfest event. The day is a non-competitive day 
that is aimed at fun and participation with the school displaying the biggest smiles and best 
sportsmanship often coming away with the silverware. Our kids will participate in Touch 
Footy, T-Ball, Soccer, Golf, European Handball and more, in what will most certainly be one of 
their most memorable events for the school year. 

 

And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda! ♫♪♫ 

Well, maybe not Waltzing Matilda (even though they could!), but they have worked 
extremely hard on 4 very cool pieces for the upcoming Bandfest Competition in Week 2 of 
next term. If you have a child in Concert Band, please keep them practising every 2 or 3 days 
at least on their clarinet, flute, trumpet, saxophone, trombone, bass or drums so we are 
prepped and ready to rock on competition day, which looks like being Friday of Week 2, 
Term 4.   

 

Branding Badging Blitz 

Last week I rummaged through the lost property bin outside the office door as well as the 
lost property OOSH basket in the hall, and surprisingly found more than a dozen school 
jackets, mostly quite new, with only 1 labelled with the student’s name! Trying to find the 
owners of the other jackets was a real challenge with my detective skills falling well short of 
10%. All to say, we still have more than a dozen CSPS jackets and jumpers missing their 
owners. Can I ask that this week, you grab every school jacket, jumper and hat and rebrand 
and rebadge them with your child’s name clearly written on multiple areas. We can 
guarantee that a name on a clothing item, ensures the immediate return to the owner.  

  



Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 7 

   Isla R 

Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 8 

   Luke Q 

Dads Daughters Cricket Program Returns 

Are you interested in? 

- spending quality one on one time with your daughter? 

- developing cricket skills and having fun getting active together? 

- helping her build confidence, self-esteem and resilience? 

Dads and Daughters Cricket is on again from Tuesday 18 October at Charlestown South 
Public School. This great program is for primary school girls aged 7-12 years new to cricket 
and their dads (or father figure) and features a combination of cricket skills and well-being 
education. 

- 90 minutes a week over 9 weeks including Dads only POWERplay session 

- Girls develop wellbeing education: bravery, resilience, persistence, positivity  

- Get your hands dirty with rough and tumble play, and fitness ideas 

- Dads learn about the unique influence they have on their daughters 

- All equipment is provided 

- Participants receive a t-shirt and program activity handbook 

- With the Active Kids voucher, the price for the term is only $30.  

Register now at https://play.cricket.com.au/.../7a285eac-b062-ec11-94f6... 

Questions? Email daughtersanddads@cricket.com.au 

Want more details? 

Check out  https://www.cricketaustralia.com.au/daughtersanddadscricket for more detailed 
information and video of the program.  

 
Mr J’s Free Parenting Tip – Edition 17, 2022 

In nature, and according to Newton’s Third Law of Motion, to every action there is an equal 
and opposite reaction. So too with parenting! Your actions and reactions bring predictable 
responses from your kids. When under pressure, when stressed, when things don’t go to 
plan, how do our kids see us respond? When someone makes a mistake, when the milk gets 
knocked over accidentally, when the keys or the TV remote goes missing, when a mess is left 
in the kitchen, when the kids are arguing, are you a responder or a reactor? An example to 
explain …. Roger Federer is a responder … Nick Kyrios is a reactor! If we as parents react poorly 
to situations and ‘throw the toys out of the cot’, we cannot expect our children to be calm 
responders when under pressure or when things go wrong. We can’t simply tell them to ‘do 
what I say and not what I do’. As we know too well, they will copy what we say and how we 
act. So how do we try and make sure we are Federers and not Kyrios’? We decide ahead of 
time. As much as possible we make the decision to stay calm no matter what and you watch 
the kids follow suit.  

https://play.cricket.com.au/.../7a285eac-b062-ec11-94f6
mailto:daughtersanddads@cricket.com.au
https://www.cricketaustralia.com.au/daughtersanddadscricket


Footy Boots for the Bush 

Mrs Forbes is visiting Lightning Ridge in the upcoming 
holidays and collecting preloved football and soccer 
boots to donate to kids in need. If you have any to 
donate, a collection box will be set up in the office foyer. 
Thanks for your support. 

Diary Dates 

September 

Fri 16   WCoS Leadership Day Year - Year 6. 

Thu 22   Charlestown Cup, Stage 2. 

Fri 23   Last Day of Term 3. 

 

October 

Mon 10   Students and Staff return for Term 4. 

Mon 24-Wed 26 Stage 3 Camp - Central West, Bathurst. *new dates* 

Tue 25   P and C Meeting - 7pm in the Library, everyone is welcome. 

 

November 

Wed 9   Year 6 Fete - student only event, more details to follow. 

Fri 18   Colour Run Fundraiser - more details to follow. 

Mon 21-Fri Dec 2 Intensive Swimming Program Years K - 3. Prepayments can be  
    made for this program although final costing has not been set yet. 

Tue 22   P and C Meeting - 7pm in the Library, everyone is welcome. 

 

December 

Wed 7   Year 6 Farewell - more details to follow. 

Tues 13   Presentation Day, Hope UC Church, Gateshead - more details  
    to follow. 

Wed 14   Carols Night - more details to follow. 

Fri 16   Year 6 Clap Out - more details to follow. 

Mon 19   Last Day of Term 4 for students. 

Tue 20   Staff Development Day - staff only, no students at school. 














