
 Week 1 & 2, Term 1 

To clear up any confusion in calendar dates this Term. Last week was Week 1 because staff 
started on site. This week, is Week 2 when students in NSW are starting back. 

Key Dates For Term 1, 2023 

Friday 27 & Monday 30 January – Staff Returned for Staff Professional Development Days 

Tuesday 31 January – Students from Year 1 to Year 6 return 

Tuesday 31  January to Friday 3rd of February  - Kinder Best Start Assessments 

Monday 6 February – Kindergarten commences 

Tuesday 7 February - P and C Meeting 7pm in the Library 

Friday 10 February – Swimming Carnival Years 3 to 6 

Term 1 – Dance 2 Be Fit -8 Week Program 

Welcome back to the start of 2023! 

On behalf of the staff of Charlestown South Public School, I would like to welcome all new 
and continuing students and their families to our amazing school. 2023 is shaping up to be a 
fabulous year. Each new year offers fresh new challenges for all staff and students. With your 
support and care I am confident that your children will learn effectively and make the most 
of the many and varied academic, cultural, sporting and social opportunities our school has 
to offer.  

Although we are only one day in, we’ve had a fantastic start to the year already, with all 
students placed in classes according to the great complexity of issues to determine their 
best placement. Parents should expect that it will take up to two to three weeks for students 
to settle fully into the new class environment with their new teacher and classmates. 
However, to the students’ credit, they seem to have done that from the very first moment. It 
is worth being mindful that not being in the same class as their ‘best friend’ every year can 
be very beneficial as research shows that it can stimulate and broaden new friendships and 
cause children to grow socially and academically.  

Staff Development Days 
Our staff were involved in highly productive professional development including some key 
training in preparation for the year ahead on the two staff development days. Mrs Kristy 
Haenga gave an inspirational presentation on the new Spelling Syllabus expectations along 
with helping classroom teachers tackle teaching morphology (study of words and their 
parts). Mrs Elise Mountford delivered an exceptional workshop on ‘Rich Problem Based 
Learning’ in Maths helping classroom teachers with Mathematical thinking processes.  The 
combined knowledge and experience amongst our teaching staff places our school at the 
pinnacle of best practice in education. 
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Explicit Instruction 

We will continue our Explicit Instruction (EI) method of teaching and learning journey with 
our literacy, numeracy and writing warm-ups and EI modelled, guided, independent lesson 
format that unquestionably have caused a dramatic escalation in our results over the years. 
This demonstrates that if you get the ‘basics’ right, there is a good chance that the rest will 
follow. Our EI focus for 2023 will be on ‘Rich Problem Based Learning’ in Mathematics. 

 
CSPS 2023 Classes and Staff 

We commence the new school year with a major change in staffing. Our principal, Colin 
Johnson has taken Long Service Leave until the end of Term 2 and will then be 'officially' 
retiring as Principal of Charlestown South PS. On behalf of our staff, let me congratulate Mr 
Colin Johnson on the incredible and inspirational way he led the school in the past 11 years. 
He certainly modelled exceptional leadership and he was able to create a strong positive and 
impactful team and culture here at CSPS. A job well done!!!  

The group of teachers and support staff we have filling other roles is nothing short of 
spectacular. These are the unsung heroes of a school and very much part of the reason why 
our results have skyrocketed over the years and our environment is so welcoming, safe and 
friendly.  

 

Classes for 2023 are as follows: 

KH  Mrs Jillian Hodson (Assistant Principal Infants) 

KF  Mrs Adele Forbes  

1LR  Miss Louisa Lawson & Mrs Catherine Rufford 

1WD   Mrs Amber Woodward & Mrs Jess Danvers 

2K    Mrs Dianna King (Relieving Assistant Principal Stage 2) 

2N  Mrs Kylie Newland 

3-4M   Miss Taylor McLelland 

3-4K  Mr Tom Kiely 

4-5B  Mrs Renay Butler 

5-6S   Mrs Louise Sutton (Assistant Principal Stage 3) 

5-6G  Miss Kate Garland  

 

Other School Staff 

Mr John Costolo – Relieving Principal 

Mrs Elise Mountford –Assistant Principal Curriculum & Instruction  

Ms Louisa Lawson –Relieving Assistant Principal Curriculum & Instruction  

Mrs Kristy Haenga - Learning & Support 

Mrs Fiona Eland - Computer Teacher 

Mrs Tracey Judd - Teacher/Librarian 1st Term 

Mrs Katrina Morgan -Teacher/Librarian Terms 2-4 

Mrs Nicole Jovanovski -Release Teacher 

Mrs Kellie Pascoe - School Admin Manager 

Mrs Cheryl Hansen - School Admin Officer  



Mrs Felicity Jackson – Student Learning Support Officer 

Mrs Kelly Burton - Student Learning Support Officer 

Mrs Julie Olischlager - Student Learning Support Officer  

Mrs Emma Brown - Student Learning Support Officer 

Mrs Lauren Sandford - Student Learning Support Officer 

Mr Colin Pascoe - General Assistant 

Mrs Michelle Belmont - School Cleaner 

Mrs Kylie Newland and Mr Jason Bone - Band Coordinators 

Mr Ahmad Hannouf - School Counsellor 

Mrs Rosemary Donovan - School Chaplain 

Mrs Dianna Morley - Canteen Coordinator 

 
APC&I (Assistant Principal Curriculum & Instruction) 
The department has introduced a new Assistant Principal, Curriculum and Instruction 
position in all primary public schools. This new leadership role is designed to provide high 
support to teachers in literacy and numeracy and in the implementation of the new English 
and Mathematics syllabus.   
The Assistant Principal, Curriculum and Instruction will provide guidance and professional 
learning to staff. They lead staff in the development of curriculum and work alongside 
teachers in classrooms to enhance high quality teaching practices. This might look like 
demonstration lessons, team teaching or working with small groups of students in focused 
literacy and numeracy tasks as they provide mentorship and professional support to 
classroom teachers. Their role is dedicated to ensuring our students have strong literacy and 
numeracy knowledge.    
At Charlestown South PS, our permanently appointed Assistant Principal, Curriculum and 
Instruction is Mrs Elise Mountford.  In 2023, Mrs Mountford will be working in this role part-
time and Miss Louisa Lawson will be our relieving AP, C&I one day per week.  Both leaders are 
outstanding educators and will bring a lot of guidance and support to all of our staff. We are 
very fortunate to have the best of the best in this role. 
 
Just PoP In 

During every year there are several varying payments to be processed with school fees, 
excursions, events etc. If you are not yet familiar with the PoP payment method, please ask 
our office ladies how to do this, as it will certainly make your (and our) life easier. Please note 
- only payments for Dance 2B Fit and the Swimming Carnival are due at the moment. Other 
school fees are being finalised and are not payable until a Statement of Account is sent 
home, later in the term. 
 
Swimming Carnival  

For those parents and grandparents wanting to ensure they have reserved the day to attend 
our annual Swimming Carnival, the date is set for Friday 10th of February in the 25m pool at 
Charlestown Aquatic Centre. The carnival will involve students from Years 3 to 6 (and possibly 
a few highly capable Year 2s) and consists mainly of competitive age events in various 
strokes but will also have some novelty events and free swim time for less capable 
swimmers. Please remember to bring your own chair as there is very little seating available 
around the 25m pool. We need some wonderful parents to be part of running the day and if 
you can assist on the day with timekeeping, please email Mr Costolo at 
john.costolo@det.nsw.edu.au 
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Our Stretching Elastic Band 

This Friday will see the commencement of our rapidly expanding Senior School Concert 
Band at the usual rehearsal time of 8am. Junior band members will commence band lessons 
from 9am and meet for around 2 terms  with tutor Mr Isaacs in preparation for joining the 
‘big band’. Mid year, the ‘newbies’ will join the ‘matured musos’ in the 8am timeslot with 
Band Conductor and Head Tutor, Mr Jason Bone. From 9.30am each Friday, our terrific trio of 
tutors will work with all Band members during their peripatetic lessons. This will allow all 
members to gain vital one on one coaching and experience with their instruments without 
parents having to drive them for lessons after school! Not to mention that the lesson fee rate 
is less than half what our generous team of tutors charge out in the musical marketplace. 
Don’t even get me started on the overwhelming and ever increasing research clearly 
showing that learning a musical instrument increases a student’s academic ability in literacy 
and numeracy.   

 

♫ ♪♫ Every Monday is the famous ‘Australian Idol’ Choir Day! 

Monday Afternoon Elective Choir with Mrs Susan Johnson happens every Monday afternoon 
after school and will resume on Monday 6th February 3pm-4pm in our school library. This 
wonderful opportunity is open to any Years 1-6 student who enjoys singing. If your child is 
interested in enrolling, please send an email ASAP to Mrs Johnson 
(csjohnson7@bigpond.com) and she will send you all the information you need. 

 

AA – Anaphylaxis & Allergies 
Each year it seems the numbers of students that are susceptible to anaphylactic and allergic 
reactions increases. For these children, exposure to certain foods can be fatal. At CSPS it is 
crucial that no child brings peanut butter or nuts to school for lunch or recess as it could 
immediately place some of our children in a life-threatening situation. Please continue to 
respect this, which is easier to do if you place yourself in the shoes of the mums and dads of 
the kids that suffer from this condition. Thank you again parents for your understanding and 
diligence in this area. 
 
Get to know a CSPS Teacher! 
Catherine (Chook) Rufford 
Chook comes to us from Redhead Public School and will be working 3 days a week on 1LR. 
She is highly respected in the teaching profession and almost all her former students will 
claim that she is their favourite teacher. A few fun facts about Chook: 
Hobbies – I enjoy kayaking, heading to the beach, mountain-biking, exploring new places, 
morning quiet times, reading soul-nourishing books and picnicking with family and friends. 
Favourite Food – Too many to mention! Favourites include doner kebab, a good hamburger, 
Thai cuisine, anything from Mama Ps and banana bread with a coffee on the side  
Favourite Music/Bands – Lauren Daigle, Toby Mac, Phil Wickham or relaxing instrumentals 
First Music Album Purchase – Bros (Ah! Showing my age! Anyone remember them? “When 
will I, will I be famousssss?”) 
Favourite Holiday Destination – Mid-north coast 
Favourite Author – Francine Rivers 
Best Movie – Avatar 

Favourite TV Show or Series – Kevin McCloud’s ‘Escape to the Wild’ or ‘Running Wild’ with 
Bear Grylls   

Favourite Shopping Store – Newcastle City Farmers Markets and Essentially Healthy Me at 
Whitebridge 
Most Inspirational person - honest answer, Jesus Christ 
If I wasn’t a teacher, I’d be running wellness retreats in peaceful locations or trying my hand 
at some other profession that involves connecting with people in meaningful ways. 
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A reminder, please don’t send nut products to school. 
 

This includes Nutella as well as peanut butter and any other nut 
foods. 
 

We have several students with anaphylaxis to nuts and we 
appreciate your help in keeping school as safe as we can for 

Diary Dates 

January  

Tue 31   Students Year 1-6 return. 

Tues 31 - Fri 3  Best Start Interviews Kindergarten 2023. 

 

February  

Mon 6   Kindergarten commences. 

Tue 7   P and C Meeting 7.00pm - held in the Library. All welcome. 

Fri 10   Swimming Carnival - students in Year 3-6. 

 

April 

Thu 6   Last day of Term 1 

Mon  24   Staff Development Day - staff only, no students to attend. 

Tue 25   ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Wed 26   Students return for Term 2 

Uniform Reminders 

Sports Day is Friday so all students wear their sports uniform on Friday. 

This term students will also wear sports uniform for Dance 2bfit.  

Dance 2bfit starts on Monday 13 February, then moves to Wednesdays from 22 
February until 5 April.  

To the school community, 

Thank you for your support over the years. It’s been a pleasure watching 
the children grow and learn from kindergarten to year 6. I loved seeing 
and hearing what the children loved to read. I will miss the little chats I 
had with the children when they were borrowing at the Circulation desk. 

Sincerely, 

Maria Stoppini 














