
 

Week 1 
Monday – Students return to School!  
Tuesday – Early Bird Reading 8.30am 
Friday –     Concert Band Workshop Day, Sport, Assembly 
Saturday (14th Oct) - Referendum BBQ, Cake Stall & Book Fair 

 
Week 2 
Monday – Bandfest -Newcastle Town Hall – bus leaving at 8.20am sharp! 
Tuesday – Earlybird Reading 8.30am  
Friday –     Concert Band, Sport, Assembly, Kinder Excursion to Sydney Aquarium & Wildlife  

  World – bus leaves at 7.30am sharp!  
 
Awabakal Word of the Week 
Week 1 kanara = family 

Week 2  bayiyung = father 
 

Attendance Matters 

As we dive into Term 4, let’s make attendance exceptional! Each day of learning is filled with 
valuable opportunities to learn and grow. Your child’s presence matters not just for their own 
education but also makes a difference for their friends, teachers and the family of our whole 
school community. Here's to a term of growth, accomplishments, and shared successes! 

 

Uniform Matters 

We've noticed that sometimes, as the weather warms up, there can be a tendency for 
uniform standards to slip. Wearing the school uniform is not just about rules but it’s a 
reflection of our CSPS belief in excellence. A neat and consistent appearance promotes a 
sense of belonging to the CSPS family. We appreciate your attention to this matter. Thank 
you for your cooperation in upholding our uniform policy throughout the entire school year. 
Let’s continue to be a school of excellence! 

 

Lost Property 

Please, please save yourself the hassle of dragging yourself to Charlie Square and forking out 
$50+ for a new jacket because your child’s last one has gone walk about. Please re-label every 
uniform item clearly with your child’s name. This is the time of year it can be still quite fresh in 
the mornings and jackets seem to be discarded in many weird and wonderful places as the 
day warms up.  There are some fantastic labels to be bought online that can be stuck, ironed 
or sewn on to a jacket, hat, jumper, shirts, trousers, shorts or skorts.  

Charlestown South Public School 

Newsletter 

Monday 9 October 2023 



Come and Meet the Family! 

Mrs Hodson and I had a wonderful time at the end of last term meeting our new Kinder 
children and their families individually for 20 minutes each. And, what a delightful group of 
new families we have joining CSPS next year! The first taste of CSPS life for our 2024 Kinder 
Class will be on Wednesday, November 1st when we bring in small groups of 6 to 8 students 
at a time for an hour or so to meet their teacher, their Year 6 Buddy and a few other 
classmates. The following Wednesday on November 8th we will have our Parent and Student 
Orientation morning, 9.00 to 11.00am, where Mrs Hodson and myself will speak to the 
parents about all things great and small from A to Z about school life. Whilst that is 
happening, our newer kinders will spend time in their classroom for 2024 with their teacher 
and classmates and their Year 6 buddies having some fun as they engage with some 
classroom tasks.  

 

♫♪♫ Banding Together For Bandfest 

Our CSPS Concert Band, comprising 48 very excited musicians, head to Bandfest on Monday 
of Week 2 at the Newcastle Town Hall. Despite having Year 3 newbies this year who are still 
learning their way around their flutes, clarinets, saxophones, trombones and trumpets, Mr 
Bone and Mrs Newland are confident of a strong performance this year.  Our performance is 
at 9.40am and parents are welcome to attend. Entry is $5 payable at the door. 

 

Sounds a Bit Fishy! 

Our wide eyed Kinders hit the road next Friday to visit Sydney Aquarium and Wildlife World 
in Darling Harbour. This one is always a highlight of our year, and we are very much looking 
forward to the stories that will be told by pencil, paint and portrayal upon their return. A 
whale of a time is promised to all and no doubt they will return home full of words to 
describe their day and all that they have seen and heard. That of course, is after their 
traditional snooze on the bus ride home! 

 

Canberra Excursion 

Last Term in Week 9, our year 5/6 students journeyed to Canberra to learn about Australia's 
history, politics, and culture. They were able to explore interactive exhibits and engage with 
our country's rich heritage. From the awe-inspiring Australian War Memorial to the 
interactive wonders of Questacon, our students were immersed in hands-on learning 
experiences that will hopefully ignite their curiosity and passion for knowledge about 
Australia.  
Thank you to Mrs Sutton, Mrs Butler, Miss Garland and Mrs Donovan for making this possible! 

 



The Charlestown Cup 

What a fantastic Wiyellai Koa (Whitebridge Community of Schools) event. A beautiful sunny 
day at St John’s Oval had all the year 3/4 students from CSPS, Dudley, Charlestown East, 
Charlestown, Kahibah and Redhead compete in 6 activities on the day including Cricket, AFL, 
European Handball, Netball, Ball Games and T-Ball. The behaviour of all the year 3/4 students 
was outstanding. The year 9 Whitebridge High School students did an amazing job 
refereeing the different sports on the day. Thank you to the CSPS P&C for running the 
canteen on the day. Di Morley and her amazing team fed the hungry hordes! A massive 
thank you to Mrs King for her meticulous organisation and running of the day which ensured 
that everything ran smoothly. From coordinating with other schools to managing the day, 
her attention to detail was remarkable. CSPS handed the trophy to the 2023 winners, 
Charlestown East. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does the World’s Greatest Shave and a basketball have in 
common? 
Maddi C! Next Thursday afternoon Maddi C is getting her head shaved at 
school to raise money to fight blood cancer which is the most diagnosed 
cancer among children in Australia. You might recognise Maddi as our 
State NSWPSSA Basketball representative!!! Two slam dunks for Maddi C!! 
 
 
GET TO KNOW A CSPS TEACHER! 
Louisa Lawson Assistant Principal Curriculum and Instruction (relieving) 

After initially starting a Bachelor of Communications straight out of school and eventually 
realising journalism and public relations weren't for me, I began my teaching degree and 
never looked back! I have been lucky enough to call CSPS ‘home’ for the past 12 years and 
love that I get to wake up and do a job that I’m genuinely passionate about. 

 Hobbies – I enjoy cooking (but not the clean up!!), reading, spending time at the beach or 
going on bushwalks with my family 

Favourite Food – Thai, Japanese and I can never say no to a fresh cinnamon doughnut! 
Favourite Music/Bands – depends on the mood but generally Foo Fighters, Florence and 
the Machine, Maggie Rogers and anything that makes me want to dance and sing along 
First Music Album – Backstreet Boys - Backstreet's Back 
Favourite Holiday Destination - South America and Mexico 
 



Favourite Book/Author – J.K.Rowling and the Harry Potter series will forever have my heart, 
but anything I can get lost in and struggle to put down - I love a good page turner! 
Favourite TV Show or Series – anything from Gilmore Girls and Schitt's Creek to Peaky 
Blinders and crime shows 

Favourite Shopping Store – with a 4 year old in the mix, relaxed shopping experiences don't 
tend to exist so I tend to do most shopping online these days at stores like The Iconic 

If I wasn’t a teacher  I’d be - still doing something involving working with kids 

 

Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 9 

   Sienna K 

Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 10 

Myah H 

PACER Program Information 

Students from our school have recently undertaken an educational tour of the national 
capital. Students were given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational 
programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy. 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all Australians being able to visit 
the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in 
meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government is contributing funding of $30 
per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program towards those 
costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the excursion, and was 
included in the cost calculations of the excursion. 

School Bytes News 

School Bytes now has an app! Check out the app store to download it. A flyer is 
attached to this newsletter. 

Reminders have been sent today for outstanding events including Bandfest and the 
Kinder Aquarium excursion. 



Diary Dates 

October 

Mon 9    Students return for Term 4.  

Tue 10   Stepping Up program for Year 6 boys commences. 

Sat 14   P and C BBQ, Cake Stall and Book Sale at CSPS - details in this   
    newsletter. 

Mon 16   Bandfest Performance at Newcastle City Hall - bus leaves at 8.20am  
    sharp! 

Fri 20   Kindergarten Aquarium Excursion - bus leaves at 7.30am sharp! 

Tue 24   P and C Meeting 7.00pm in the Staffroom - all welcome to attend. 

Mon 30 to Wed 1 Stage 2 Excursion to Sydney. 

 

November 

Wed 1   Kindergarten 2024 Transition visits. 

Wed 8   Kindergarten 2024 Orientation morning, 9.00 to 11.00am. 

Thu 9   Solo Evening - Band and Choir. More details to follow. 

Fri 10   Colour Run - details in this newsletter. 

Tues 14   Student Mini Fete - more details to follow. 

Mon 20 to Fri 1  Intensive Swimming  Program Years K-3. 

 

December 

Wed 6   Year 6 Farewell - more details to follow. 

Tue 12   Presentation day - more details to follow. 

Fri 15    Last day of Term 4. 

Mon 18 to Tue 19 Staff Development days - no students to attend. 

 

January 2024 

Tue 30 to Wed 31 Staff Development days - no students to attend. 

 

February 

Thu 1    Students Year 1-6 return for Term 1.  

Thu 1 to Mon 5  Best Start Assessments for Kindergarten. 

Thu 8   Kindergarten commences. 

Fri 9    Swimming Carnival - Year 3-6. 














