
Week 3 
Monday – Senior Toilet Block Renovations Start 
Tuesday – Earlybird Reading 8.30am, P&C Meeting 7pm 
Wednesday/Thursday – Charlotte J -State PSSA Athletics 
Friday – Concert Band, Sport, Assembly 

 
Week 4 
Monday –Sydney Excursion Year 3-4   
Tuesday – Sydney Excursion Year 3-4, Earlybird Reading 8.30am 
Wednesday – Sydney Excursion Year 3-4, 2024 Kinders Transition Day 1 
Friday – Concert Band, Sport, Assembly 

 
 

Awabakal Word of the Week 
Week 1  dhunkaan = mother 

Week 2  bingayi = brother 
 

Attendance Matters 

Our aim is to have every class in the green which is above 95% attendance for all the students 
in each class that week. The last time we achieved this was Term 1 Week 7. Although we did 
get close in weeks 5 and 7 of Term 3 before sickness took over. Students have been told that 
if this target gets achieved then they will get extra playing time during the following week. 
The attendance ladder has become a rather exciting part of our weekly assemblies. 
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Work is Underway! 

Work has started today to refurbish the Senior Toilet block. The 60-year-old tiles on the floor 
will be replaced and the brick walls will be tiled to the ceiling. The work should be completed 
before the end of this Term. On Saturday the 11th of November the entire school grounds will 
be closed to the community as they remove the asbestos roofs in that toilet block. Signs will 
be up around the perimeter fences warning of this work. 

 

2024 Sporting House Names 
Our school is committed to excellence and creating a safe and respectful space for all 
students, staff, and families. We recognise the importance of acknowledging the past and 
ensuring that our school's symbols and traditions reflect our vison and values. At a P & C 
meeting in Term 2, it was brought to our attention that the sporting house names of 
Wentworth, Lawson and Blaxland might need to be reviewed. Some of our staff investigated 
our sporting house names and found that the history of these early explorers was deeply 
troubling concerning their treatment of Aboriginal people. Changing the names of our 
sporting houses is a step toward rectifying the unintentional yet historical insensitivity 
associated with these names. This change is not just about renaming our houses; it 
represents our dedication to fostering a school culture where every student, regardless of 
their background, feels valued, acknowledged, and appreciated. 

We then commenced a process consulting our SRC (student representative council) and our 
Aboriginal students, year 4 and above. Last term, an online survey was completed by all CSPS 
students from years 3 to 6. The results are in, and we are proud to announce the new names 
of our Sporting Houses starting in 2024: 

 

Rosella - red (formerly Wentworth) 
Kingfisher - blue (formerly Lawson) 
Lorikeet - green (formerly Blaxland) 

 



New Department of Education Mobile Phone Policy 

We would like to inform you about an important policy update regarding the use of mobile 
phones during school hours that started in Term 4.  All students are expected to switch off 
their mobile phones upon entering the school premises and hand them over to the staff in 
the school office. Phones will be securely stored and returned to students at the end of the 
school day. Whilst our school has always followed this procedure, please make sure that your 
child is aware that this is now a requirement of the department. Student Use of Mobile 
Phones in Schools (nsw.gov.au)  

If you have any concerns or questions regarding this policy, please do not hesitate to contact 
the school office. 

 

P & C This Tues Evening at 7pm. Be there! 

Our very casual and laid back 1 hour P&C Meetings are a fantastic way to keep up to date 
with what’s happening in and around Charlestown South PS. From what’s been happening 
to what’s coming up at CSPS and all the fundraising plans and ventures. The P&C Meeting 
this Tuesday Night at 7pm is the ideal way to do exactly that! Why not join us and leave the 
kids home to put themselves to bed! LOL …. I have heard some attend P&C simply just for 
that little break from the usual household chaos that can be 7pm!  

 

The Most Colourful Day of the Year! 

This is most definitely one of the most fun-filled days of the CSPS calendar. So, it's time to get 
excited, the Colour Fun Run is only 3 weeks away! Our fundraising effort is well and 
truly underway and is so far off to a great start.  

 

Kinders are Coming!! 

On Wednesday November 1st, we will welcome our kinders for next year to Charlestown 
South. New students will come to school in small groups of 6 to 8 for about 1 hour to meet 
their teacher and their Year 6 Buddies and to spend some time in their classrooms to learn 
about what it will be like next year at ‘big school’. The following Wednesday, we will have all 
new kinder and their parents all here together for our 2 hour Orientation session and 
morning tea. This will be a chance for Mrs Hodson, Mrs Forbes, Mrs Pascoe, and me to meet 
and chat about all things ‘school’ from bell times, to uniforms, to communication methods, 
to permission notes, excursions, home reading and more! At the moment this Newsletter 
goes to print, we will have 31 new kinder students ready to be ‘orientated’ for the new year.  

 

♫♪♫  1STPlace Strikes a Chord at Bandfest! 

Our CSPS Concert Band, Mr Bone and Mrs Newland take a huge bow. What an awesome 
performance by our students at Bandfest who didn’t miss a beat … literally! The other 12 
Concert Bands in our section were also amazing and highly entertaining and tuneful. Given 
this fact, we were incredibly humbled and excited at the same time in being named the 
winner of the Developing Band Section. Band Captains, Coen P and Isaac T delightedly 
accepted the first placed trophy. The Concert Band set a new CSPS record tipping the scales 
with 48 members this year and it should easily surpass the goal of 50 members next year! 

 

 
 



Sharks, Dugongs, Penguins, Cassowaries and Kinders! 

Our very excited Kinders hit the road last Friday in the famous Newcastle Knight’s bus to visit 
the Sydney Aquarium and Wildlife World at Darling Harbour. Both venues didn’t disappoint. 
Eyes were as wide and round as dinner plates as our awe struck kinders marvelled at sharks, 
stingrays and giant dugongs that floated overhead. Around every corner was a new 
adventure with each one written clearly upon the faces of our fascinated kids. A huge thank 
you to Mrs Hodson, Mrs Forbes, Mrs Jovanovski, Mrs Sandford and Mrs Jackson for the early 
start and late finish to their day in order to provide our students with such a wonderful 
experience.  

 

Run Charlotte Run! 

Charlotte J is competing this week in the NSWPSSA State Athletics Championship at 
Homebush, Sydney. She qualified for the 200m, 800m and 1500m races and she has decided 
to focus on the 800m and the 1500m both of which she won last year!  

 

The World’s Greatest Shave   

Last Thursday, Maddison C was brave enough to get her head shaved to raise money for 
blood cancer. Maddi smashed her goal of $1000 and ended up raising $3,653. In addition, she 
donated her hair to help make wigs for kids with cancer. Well done Maddi!!!! Blood cancers 
are the third biggest cause of cancer death across Australia, claiming more lives each year 
than breast cancer or skin cancer. Each year in Australia, about 4,500 people are diagnosed 
with a form of leukaemia. It is the most common form of cancer for kids under 18. 

   

GET TO KNOW A CSPS TEACHER! 

John Costolo Principal (relieving) 

I have been teaching for 26 years. As a targeted grad, I was appointed to the far South West 
of NSW to teach at Hay Public School in a small remote town of 2800 people. It was hotter 
than hot out there but we did score an extra week off at the beginning of the school because 
of the heat!! I spent 9 years in Hay and then taught for 13 years at Dudley Public School 
including 2 years of relieving principal work there spread over a few years. I joined forces with 
the amazing CSPS for these last 4 years as we trail blazed through the Covid Pandemic out to 
the other side!   

Hobbies – Surfing on a SUP (Stand up Paddle board), surf skateboarding, bike riding, 
swimming, fishing, playing and composing music on a variety of instruments, hanging out 
with family 



Favourite Food – pizza 

Favourite Music/Band - IONA 

First Music Album - Boston by Boston (More Than a Feeling etc..) 

Favourite Holiday Destination - USA (because of family) 

Favourite Author - My wife Tracy (she writes me beautiful love notes all the time) 

Best Movie - The Original Star Wars (as a 12 year old it was incredible to watch) 

Favourite TV Show or Series - Alone 

Favourite Shopping store - Bunnings  

Most Inspirational Person - my cousin, Brian Tome 

If I wasn't a teacher I’d be - retired! 

Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 9 

   Sienna K 

Principal’s Award 
Term 3 Week 10 

Myah H 

P and C News 

We have the best community around and it showed once again as all were welcomed into 
our school on 14 October for the Referendum vote. We loaded our guests up with books, 
cakes and filled their bellies with a freshly cooked BBQ brekkie and lunch while raising 
$2000 for CSPS. 

Your P and  C team for the event lead by Sarah, Keeley, Larissa, Kristal and Mrs Hodson are so 
thankful to all those who generously donated, baked and decorated, collected supplies and 
the 30+ people who gave up their time on the day to make it all run smoothly. Special thank 
you to CSPS Alumni and all-round legend Luke W who was there ALL day to help out. 

Fundraising for the Crazy Colour Run is well on its way with over $5000 already raised! The 
fabulous KF picked up the first prize for their efforts having the most online profiles set up 
last Thursday.  There’s another prize this week - students who have raised over $100 by Thurs-
day 9pm will go into the draw to win a FREE Canteen lunch! 

We are honoured to be featured at Grill’d Charlestown in their Local Matters program this 
November with the chance to win $300. So if you are out for dinner at Grill’d Charlestown 
Square next month, pop a Grill’d token into our jar. 

The annual Mango Fundraiser is also up and running - orders close this Friday  27 October so 
don’t miss out! Delivery will be in Week 10 this term, just in time for Xmas. 

Thank you for your continued support - the P and C Fundraising Committee 



Kindergarten  Aquarium Excursion. 

Thirty one very excited Kindergarten students 
travelled to Sydney on Friday for their first school 
excursion and what a fabulous day it was, 
consolidating their learning about Living Things 
and the environments they inhabit. Outstanding 
behaviour coupled with such inquisitive little 
minds made for a most enjoyable and fulfilling 
day. Mrs Forbes, Mrs Sandford, Mrs Jovanovski, 
Mrs Jackson and Mrs Hodson were so very proud 
of these amazing little people, all so eager to 
display their knowledge and represent CSPS so 
beautifully. 



Diary Dates 

October 

Tue 24   P and C Meeting 7.00pm in the Staffroom - all welcome to attend. 

Mon 30 to Wed 1 Stage 2 Excursion to Sydney. 

 

November 

Wed 1   Kindergarten 2024 Transition visits. 

Wed 8   Kindergarten 2024 Orientation morning, 9.00 to 11.00am. 

Thu 9   Student Mini Fete - new date! 

Fri 10   Colour Run - details in this newsletter. 

Mon 20 to Fri 1  Intensive Swimming  Program Years K-3. 

 

December 

Wed 6   Year 6 Farewell - more details to follow. 

Tue 12   Presentation day - more details to follow. 

Fri 15    Last day of Term 4. 

Mon 18 to Tue 19 Staff Development days - no students to attend. 

 

January 2024 

Tue 30 to Wed 31 Staff Development days - no students to attend. 

 

February 

Thu 1    Students Year 1-6 return for Term 1.  

Thu 1 to Mon 5  Best Start Assessments for Kindergarten. 

Thu 8   Kindergarten commences. 

Fri 9    Swimming Carnival - Year 3-6. 
















