
 Week 10 -Parent Teacher Interviews continue 
Monday- Mr Costolo commences Long Service Leave 
Tuesday – Peer Support 
Wednesday –Dance 2 be Fit, Netball Trials 
Friday – Cross Country, Concert Band, Star Struck Costume Orders Due 

 
Week 11 -Parent Teacher Interviews continue 
Monday – Aboriginal students Years 4-6 to Whitebridge High - Dance Group for SDD 
Tuesday – Peer Support, Year 5 & 6 ANZAC Service @ Civic Theatre, Soccer Trials 
Wednesday – Dance 2 be Fit 
Thursday – Easter Hat Parade, Easter Raffle Draw 
Friday – Good Friday, Start of Holidays 
Tuesday 25th of April - ANZAC Day March – Belmont 9.15am  
 
Strive With Honour 

I was fortunate to be born into a family with hard-working and loving parents. Unfortunately, 
I didn’t always see it that way when growing up. I often thought I knew better and suffered 
the consequences of not honouring my parents. My rebellious teenage years caused much 
anguish for my family. Fortunately, I eventually came to my senses and now strive to honour 
my parents and others.  

At Charlestown South, our motto is ‘Strive with honour’. This simple phrase embodies the 
values we seek to impart in our students every day. It means more than just doing well in 
academics; it's about upholding principles of humility, integrity, respect, and excellence in all 
aspects of life. Our teachers and staff work tirelessly to inspire our students to strive for their 
best and lead by example. We believe that when we set high standards for ourselves, we can 
achieve great things and make a positive impact on the world around us. 

We encourage all members of our community to embody the spirit of "Strive with honour" 
and make it a part of their daily lives. Let's work together to create a culture of excellence 
and integrity that will benefit us all. Over the next 3 weeks, I will be back in the USA striving 
to honour and serve my parents. We will be there to help celebrate my mum’s 98th birthday. 
What a remarkable achievement, and yes, she still drives!!  

The incredible, wonderful Mrs Hodson will be the relieving principal for the final 2 weeks of 
Term 1. -Mr C 

 

Mobile Phones 

Mobile phones are not permitted at school. However, occasionally there are students who 
require a mobile phone with them for after school use in order to contact parents. Please 
notify teachers if this is the case. All mobile phones are to be handed to the school office 
staff on arrival at school and collected at the end of the day from the office. Under no 
circumstances is the phone to be kept in a school bag or used during school hours. 
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We Need To Talk! Parent/Teacher Interviews 

We would like to extend our sincerest thanks to all parents who have attended or are 
attending the parent-teacher interviews. It was wonderful to see so many families taking an 
active interest in their child's education and progress. These meetings provide a valuable 
opportunity for teachers and parents to work together to support our students' academic 
and personal growth. The feedback we received from parents has been overwhelmingly 
positive, with many expressing gratitude for the dedication and care shown by our teachers. 
We hope to continue fostering a strong partnership between home and school. 

We always aim for 100% attendance at these meetings.  If you couldn’t book an appointment 
because of work hours, please contact your child’s teacher for an alternative arrangement. 

 
Attendance - Every Day Counts! 
Let's make every school day count!  

We would like to take a moment to acknowledge and celebrate the outstanding attendance 
of our students this term. We have seen a significant increase in the number of students 
attending school regularly and on time, and we are incredibly proud of their commitment to 
their education. 

Regular attendance is a crucial factor in ensuring that our students receive the best possible 
education and achieve their full potential. By attending school regularly, students not only 
improve their academic performance but also develop important social and emotional skills 
that are essential for their future success. 

We would like to thank our parents and carers for their support in encouraging their children 
to attend school regularly and on time. We also commend our dedicated teachers and staff 
who work tirelessly to create a positive and engaging learning environment for our students. 

Let us continue to work together to maintain this positive trend in attendance and ensure 
that our students continue to thrive academically and personally. 

 
Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Kiely! 
We are thrilled to share the wonderful news that 
one of our outstanding teachers, Mr Kiely, tied the 
knot on the weekend! 
 
Mr Kiely has always been an inspiration to his 
students, colleagues, and the wider community. His 
dedication, passion, and commitment to excellence 
in teaching has earned him the respect and 
admiration of all who know him. We are thrilled to 
celebrate with Tom and Ellie and wish them a 
lifetime of happiness, blessings, and continued 
success in all their endeavours . 

 
We Laboured Long and Were Liberal with the 
Green Icing! 
Wow! What a massive turnout at the polling booths. 
A huge thanks to Mrs Hodson, the P & C team, other volunteers and the army of bakers for 
helping raise much needed funds for CSPS. 
 
Attendance 
Congratulations CSPS on an OUTSTANDING term of attendance. We have reached our 
targets on many weeks. With 8 days to go until the Easter break PLEASE KEEP UP THE 
GREAT WORK!  LEARNING will still be occuring every single day despite it being the end of 
term, so it is very important that your children are here each day. Let’s be known as the 
school with the highest attendance across our Glenrock Network. EVERY DAY MATTERS! 



We Had a Purple Patch 
Last Friday saw CSPS hit a ‘purple’ patch as we donned the colour of royalty and donated a 
gold coin, raising $394 for MPS (Mucopolysaccharidosis) and the Epilepsy Foundation. Our 
Student Representative Council made up of students from Years 2 through to 6, under the 
guidance of Mr Kiely and Miss McLelland, were passionate and adamant that these 
organisations would be the recipients of our funds as they directly relate to two of our most 
popular and adored students in Blake and Seamus.  
 
Cross Country Carnival 

Our annual Cross Country Carnival will take place on Friday as our students pound the 
pavement running, sprinting, jogging and sometimes staggering around our challenging 
track. Our 11 and 12 year olds are required to cover 3km and the 8, 9 and 10s just a mere 2kms! 
These distances are in line with the zone event which will take place on the first Friday of 
next term. This is a low-key event run at school with our student body as an audience. We 
have no set time of start and finish and rely on the weather to determine that one for us. 
However, the plan is for our primary classes to commence not long after the morning bell 
and our K-2 classes will circle the oval a few times depending on age starting at 11.55am after 
the lunch break.  

Our Athletics Carnival, scheduled for Wednesday May 10 at Baxter Field, Marks Point, is a 
completely different kettle of fish where it’s all ‘go, go, go’ for the day and the more parents, 
grandparents and friends attending, the better! 

 

♫ ♪♫ Grab Your Easter Bonnet With All The Frills Upon It ♫ ♪ 

On our final day of term, Thursday April 6th, our infants will cast off their CSPS hats and adorn 
themselves with crafty headwear that will no doubt be the envy of all the world’s greatest 
fashion designers! Our students will create their marvellous masterpieces in class as part of 
their arts and craft lessons and then parade them proudly for parents and public. All are 
welcome to attend and we will commence the parade at 9.10am under our COLA area. 

 

Don’t Get Hot ‘n Cross if You Miss the Easter Raffle! 

More than hot cross buns are on offer in our upcoming Easter Raffle! Grab a ticket now and 
put yourself in the running. Thank you to all of the families that have donated for this 
fundraiser. For those that haven’t ….. it’s certainly not too late. Grab an ‘Eastery’ type gift this 
week at Charlie Square and pop it in the Easter basket in the foyer.  Details for the Hot Cross 
Bun fundraiser are in this newsletter. 

 

State Swimming 

Congratulations to Luke B and Kyran V qualifying to swim at the NSW PSSA Swimming 
Carnival in Sydney during Week 11.  

**Luke is the 3rd fastest 8-year-old freestyle swimmer in the Hunter region!  

**Kyran is the fastest 10-year-old freestyle and backstroke swimmer in the Hunter region!   

*My apologies for leaving out Zander S in the last newsletter. Zander qualified for the 
Hunter Regionals in freestyle. 

 

Lest We Forget 

Our Stage 3 students will join with 1000s of students next Tuesday as they further their 
knowledge of all things ANZAC. Our students will visit the Civic Theatre to experience the 
ANZAC Day Service which is coordinated, lead and performed by local Hunter school 
students. This is always a memorable event that takes our students on a moving ANZAC 
journey. 



Principal’s Award 
Term 1 Week 8 

   Pippa R 

Principal’s Award 
Term 1 Week 9 

   Brendan W 

ANZAC Day March 

The annual ANZAC Day March will be 9.15am on the 25th of April at Belmont. We will meet in 
the car park off George Street at 9.15 am. The March starts at 9.30 am, heading south along 
the Pacific Hwy, turning right into Ada St then left into Cullen Park for the Commemoration 
Service at 10.00 am.  ALL STUDENTS K-6 are invited to join us and march under the CSPS 
banner. Our older students take care of our younger students.  Students are to wear full 
school uniform.  

 
 
Get To Know a CSPS Teacher 
Dianna King 

Di was appointed to Booral Public School from 2003-2005. She then transferred to Lambton 
Public School and taught there from 2006-2017. In 2018, CSPS was fortunate enough to 
secure such an amazing teacher through the local areas transfer scheme and the rest is 
history!!!! She has relieved in the position of Assistant Principal on a number of occasions and 
is currently the Relieving Assistant Principal for Stage 2. 

 

Hobbies – I enjoy spending time at the beach with my family, gardening, running, 
bushwalking, playing waterpolo and catching up with friends.  
Favourite Foods – fresh fruit (berries, mango, passionfruit, pineapple), vintage cheese and 
Thai cuisine. 

Favourite Lolly: Sour peach hearts 
Favourite Colour: Aqua 

Favourite Number: 2 

Favourite Music/Bands – The Wombats, John Butler, Cold Chisel, Midnight Oil, U2, Coldplay. 
First Music Album – Savage Garden 
Favourite Holiday Destination - Crescent Head 
Favourite Book - Jasper Jones & Where the Crawdads Sing 
Favourite Movies - Cool Runnings, The Castle, Cracker Jack 

Favourite Shopping Store – I don’t particularly love shopping to be honest but my favourites 
would have to be Redhead Op Shop, ALDI, Kmart & Lorna Jane. 

If I wasn’t a teacher, I’d be - I think I was always destined to be a teacher. I was in Year 1 when 
I made the decision to become a primary teacher and the rest is history. 

Scariest thing I’ve done in my life - skydiving. 

 



Diary Dates 

March 

Wed 29   Dance2bfit. 

Fri 31    School Cross Country. 

 

April 

Tue 4    Stage 3 Combined Schools ANZAC Service at Civic Theatre  

Wed 5   Dance2bfit. 

Thu 6    Easter Hat Parade Years K-2 - commences at 9.10am, under the COLA. Parents  
    and carers welcome to attend. 

Thu 6    Last day of Term 1. 

Mon  24   Staff Development Day - staff only, no students to attend. 

Tue 25   ANZAC Day Public Holiday. 

Wed 26   Students return for Term 2. 

 

May 

Tue 9    P and C Meeting 7.00pm in the Library - all welcome to attend. 

Wed 10   Athletics Carnival at Marks Point Oval - more details to follow. 

Thu 11   Mother’s Day Stall - more details to follow. 

Fri 12    Mother’s Day Breakfast 8.00am - more details to follow. 

 

June 

Tue 6    P and C Meeting 7.00pm in the Library - all welcome to attend. 

Fri 30    Last Day of Term 2. 

 

July 

Mon 17   Staff Development Day - staff only, no students to attend. 

Tue 18   Students return for Term 3. 

 

September 

Wed 13  to Fri 15  Stage 3 Excursion to Canberra - more details to follow. 

 

October 

Mon 30 to Wed 1  Stage 2 Excursion to Sydney - more details to follow, 

 














